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Book of “Poems That Preach,” Collected From Many Sources, | a : 


Suitable for Use in Sermons, Writing, Memorizing 
and Family Reading, Free During Letter 
Month 


af 


A beautiful new book of poems with spiritual lessons 7 


is offered free to everyone who writes us a letter during 
Letter Month. Every family should have this book of 110 
fine poems to read aloud in the family circle, Preachers will 
want them to quote in sermons. Many Christians will want. 
to memorize them for public recitation or reading. Below. 
we give some samples. 


THE Liquor BAR 


The name of each saloon’s a bar, 
The fittest of its names by far. 


A bar to Heaven, a door to Hell,— 
Whoever named it, named it well. 


A bar to manliness and wealth, 
A door to want and broken health; 


A bar to honor, pride and fame; 
A door to sin and grief and'shame; 
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Rev. Homer Britton 


Rids, Look! 


Next week we begin a 


| beautiful, moving story of the 


A bar to hope, a bar to prayer, 
A door to darkness and despair; 


A bar to honored, useful life, 
A door to brawling, senseless strife; 


A bar to all that’s true and brave, 
A door to every drunkard’s grave; 


A bar to joys that home imparts, 
A door to tears and aching hearts; 


A bar to Heaven, a door to Hell,— 
Whoever named it, named it well. 


—Written by a convict in 
Joliet, Illinois, prison 
(Continued on page 5) 


The Blessed Hope, 


By the late Rev. Len. G. Broughton, D.D. 
Long Pastor, Atlanta Baptist Tabernacle, Atlanta, .Georgia 


“Surely I come quickly.. 
—Rev. 22:20. 


The two great keys for the unlocking of the Scriptures 
are a proper conception of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 


. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 


and of the return of our Lord. Since these truths flashed 
upon my mind there has been an entirely different insight 
into all other Scripture. We shall consider presently, in a’ 
brief way, the Spirit; but first, briefly, let us consider our 
Lord’s return. Of course, in a short space we cannot properly | 
cover this field; and our only hope is to put as concisely as 
possible the true Scriptural teaching on this great question, | 
believing firmly that in the proper understanding of this’ 

matter lies a strong reviving power. 

There are three great comings | 
foretold in Scripture. 


I. The Coming of Christ 
to Atone for Sin 
“And I will put enmity between 


thousands of Judah, 


isure, left Paul bound.” 


crippled girl Jean, of the 
‘strong young man Ned Man- 
ton, and of Dr. Prescott who 
won him to Christ. FORTY- 
EIGHT BERNARD STREET 
is a beautiful Christian story 
which begins in weekly in- 
stallments in The Sword of 
the Lord next week. Don’t 
miss a copy! Young people 
will read ** with joy. Par- 
ents will rea.,it to the family 
aloud. 


WONDERFUL 


By Evangelist Homer Britton 
1905 Kirby Ave., Chattanooga, Tennessee 


“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 18 given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 


_| henceforth even for ever. 


increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
"Isa. 9:6, 7 


to order 


That little phrase found in the first part of the verse, 


‘é 


. his’ name shall be called 


‘Lord has had many names. First of all, He was given the - 
-;name of Jesus, “Unto us a son is born and he shall be called 
He is also called Redeemer, 


Jesus.” 


Wonderful,” is the text. The 


Saviour, Messiah. He is 


Called The Light of the World. He is called The Bread of 
Life, The Water of Life. He is called The Rose of Sharon, 


The Lily of the Valley, 


The Bright and Morning Star. He 
is called The One Altogether 


Lovely, The Fairest of Ten 


Thousand. He is called The Balm of Gilead, The Great Phy- 
sician, The Living Word, The Prince of Peace. He is called 


The Good Shepherd, The High Priest. He is 
of God, The Anointed of God, Cur Passover, 


King of kings. 
Wonderful in His Birth 


He is Wonderful, friends, in His 
birth. First of all, His birth was 
prophesied back in the Garden of 
Eden. In Genesis 3:15 God pro- 
phesied of the birth of Christ when 
He said, “And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” In other 
words, ‘there is the definite prom- 


called The Lamb 
Lord of lords, and 


ise given of the fact that Jesus 
Christ would be born. 

Then, the place of His birth is 
prophesied as well as the time of 
His birth. He was born under the 
most difficult circumstances. He 
was born of a virgin. He was born 
of a woman. He was born even 
though He was God, He took upon 
Himself the form of man, became 
humbled and emptied Himself and 

(Continued on page 8) 


When Felix Trembled 


“And after 
wife Drusilla, 


certain days, 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


heard him concerning the faith in Christ. And as he reasoned | 


of righteousness, 


temperance, 
trembled, and answered. Go thy way for this time; 


and judgment to come, Felix 
when I 


have a convenient season, I will call for thee. He hoped also 
that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might | 


loose him: 


wherefore he sent for him the oftener, 


and com- | 


muned with him. But after two years Porcius Festus came | 


into Felix’ room: 


and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a plea- 
—Acts 24 :24-27. 


Whenever Paul got in jail it always fell out “unto the| 
furtherance of the gospel,” as he wrote to the Philippians 


about his imprisonment (Phil. 


1:12). Then he added, 


‘many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my'§ 
bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear” 


(Phil. 1:14). 


What unspeakable blessings we have because! 
yet out of Saints and martyrs of God were jailed, were beaten, 
thee shall he come forth unto me| slain for Jesus’ sake! The three Hebrew children have taught | 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose| us that One like the Son of Man will walk with us through | 
goings forth have been from of | ‘the fiery furnace, and that we may, by God’s grace, come 


were 


old, from everlasting” (Mic. 5:2). | 
hiact-umd. the women.and between | [os ‘out without the smell of smoke on our garments! And be- 


thy seed and her seed; 


it shall | Bethlehem! Who would have|lieving Daniel has helped all the ages to know that lions’ 


bruise thy head, and thou shalt. thought it? And yet the Spirit of|dens are greatly overestimated in terror, and one may safely 


bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). From | 
this promise onward the world had (Continued on page 4) | 
its eye turned towards its fulfill- | 
ment. Every sacrifice pointed to | 
it, and every act of worship cen- 
tered in it. 

Not only was His coming fore- 
told, but also the manner in which 
He was to come. “Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.” How minutely the 
Spirit reveals His plans: “A vir- 
gin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanu- 
el’! (Isa. 7:14). 

Further, the place of His birth. 
“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the 


‘Dr. Len. 6. Broughton 


; 
; 


| rejoicing and 


Thank God, it is no new thing if 
some Christian be called to suffer 


_for Christ or even to die for Him. 


There is a glory in it! That way 
has been walked by suffering and 
victorious saints, 
until none of us who are familiar 
| with their trials and their vic- 


'tories need to tremble. 


So it is with Paul the apostle, 
held in jail at Caesarea and then 
brought before the governor, Fe- 
lix. A meeting with the governor, 
one would suppose, might be a 
time for pleading his own cause 
and persuading for his own re- 
lease. But no! Paul preached the 
gospel to Felix and Felix trem- 
bled! Oh, Spirit of the living God, 


| God enabled the prophet to see it.| 99 ahead and pray to God in defiance of the threats of men. 


aa 


help us these days to be as faith- 
ful in speaking for Jesus, as faith- 
ful in trying to win souls, what- 
ever the occasion of our contact 
with men! 


Paul had been arrested at Jeru- 
salem, charged with defiling the 
temple by bringing therein a 
Greek. After Jews plotted his 
death, he was taken from Jer- 
usalem to Caesarea before Felix 
the governor. There Paul made 


his defense. Felix deferred the! 


matter and remanded Paul to pri- 
son; but he was given some liberty 
and some comfort. Then one day 
Felix came with his wife Drusilla, 


when Felix came with his} 


which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and | sent for Paul and heard him con- 


|to be the prosecutor 


| cerning the faith in Christ. 


I. The Preaching of Paul 


What would Paul say to Felix, 
the wicked governor, and his wife 
Drusill a? The subject he discussed 
'was “the faith in Christ.” Fe- 
| Tix may have had some questions. 
‘But as soon as Paul launched 
‘into the glorious news of the gos- 
pel and the warnings that accom- 


S| pany it, Felix trembled. The little 
“And | 


Jew with a chain on his hand, 
who stood before Felix, seemed 
at a great 
judgment where all Felix’ sins 
were brought to light! Felix trem- 
bled! 


(Continued on page 5) 


Dr. John R. Rice 
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NEWS ABOUT 


~ Northwestern 
Schools 


By the Editor 


+ 


On February 25, the Board of Directors for Northwestern 
Schools at Minneapolis met at 5:30 p.m. in the Curtis Hotel. 
We had dinner together and then a very important business 
meeting, in which Dr. Billy Graham, on account of the in- 
creasing pressure of his revival campaigns, his nationwide 
radio and television programs, resigned as Chairman of the 
Board, and Dr. Paul Maddox resigned as President of North- 
western. 

We are sure that the public]. : ; 

is greatly interested in these tre- We have proven and tried people, 
mendous schools, and we are glad! people who worked with Dr. Ww. os. 
to bring first-hand news. | Riley, as well as with Dr. Billy 
Dr. Graham had, from the very | Graham, men who have largely 
start, felt he could not give ¢ | made the school what it is. The 
quate time to the work of presi-| school is in good hands. 

dent. He accepted that position,) The Board of Directors felt 
pressed upon him by the late Dr.| heartily that the immediate prob- 
W. B. Riley, with reluctance and lems of the school should be han- 
under protest. He did great work died by a managerial committee, 
for the school in many ways, but} hich We elected from the Board. 
all of us understand why he first | These included Dr. Martin Nord- 
turned many duties over to anj land, Mr. Victor Chamberlain, Dr. 
executive vice-president, then re- Paul Hendricks, Dr. R. V. Clear- 


ee 


signed as president, to act as| Waters, Mr. Frank Clawson, Mr. 
Chairman of the Board, with Dr.| Per Larson, and Dr. O. A. Look. 


Dr. Look was elected chairman 
of this committee. Dr. Clearwaters 
is pastor of the strong Fourth 
Baptist Church in Minneapolis, 
and heads the Northwestern Sem- 
inary. These big businessmen, pro- 
fessional men and pastors are 
wise, businesslike, trustworthy. 
They are meeting regularly, re- 
porting everything they do to the 
whole Board of Directors. They 
are proceeding cautiously to pay 
bills, cut expenses, raise money, 
and promote the happiness and 
welfare of students and faculty. 
The management committee is do- 
ing a great work. The Northwest- 
ern Schools are in good condition, 
being well-handled, and the great 
work is continuing in a way to 
rejoice the heart of Bible-believing 
Christians. 

In due season, the matter of a 
president will be taken up, but for 
the time being we feel the man- 
agement of the school is in fine 
hands, and is progressing by God’s 
blessing to a larger and even more 
useful future. 

Friends of Northwestern may 
be sure that the schools are abso- 
lutely true to the Bible, that they 
major on soul winning. The strong 
soul-winning pastors and evangel- 
ists all over the Northwest and 
the Pacific Coast and elsewhere 
testify that the spirit of W. B. 
Riley still lives in Northwestern. 
Northwestern turns out Bible-be- 
lieving, Spirit-filled, soul-winning, 
aggressive preachers of the gos- 
pel, fine missionaries, good Chris- 
tians. It will continue to do so in 
an enlarged and better fashion. 

There are certain great needs 
of the school. First, Christians cer- 
tainly should pray. Northwestern 
Schools are not only sound, but 
there are only two or three other 
schools in America, as far as I 
know, which turn out such a large 
proportion of well-established, 
strong pastors and evangelists. 
Pray then for these great schools 
founded by Dr. W. B. Riley. Pray 
for the good faculty and for these 
godly businessmen, professional 
men and ministers of the Man- 
agerial Committee who are giving 
their time freely and labor and 
planning to direct the work. Pray 
for the strong student body. 

Then we should help get stu- 
dents to Northwestern Schools. 
Here men and women can be 
trained for the ministry, for the 


Paul Maddox as Executive Presi- 
dent; then resigned as Chairman 
of the Board. No one man can do 
the tremendous work needed in 
the presidency of these great 
schools and still do the city-wide 
revival, radio and television work 
Dr. Graham feels led to do. 

Dr. Maddox resigned also. This 
was brought about by necessary 
retrenchments and some natural 
problems which grew out of the 
great expansion that occurred dur- 
ing the leadership of Dr. Graham 
and other good men. 

All of us trustees are grateful to 
God for the increase in student 
body, the enlargement of the fac- 
ulty, the adding of many courses 
of study in the three schools; 
Bible institute, college and theo- 
logical seminary. But this expan- 
sion has brought problems which 
we as trustees had to face, and 
which all friends of Northwestern 
Schools will help us face. We must 
trim down the curriculum to the 
essentials. With fairness to the 
faculty, and staff, we must ad- 
just our budget. We must make all 
the savings possible, consistent 
with the conduct of these great 
schools, with high spiritual and 
academic standards. That was the 
spirit with which the _ trustees 
faced the problem. We had good 
fellowship together, discussed the 
problems frankly and earnestly 
until past midnight. And we went 
away with deepened fellowship, 
with a sense that God had been 
with us in power and wisdom and 
that He would bring things out 
wonderfully well for ‘these great 
schools which Dr. W. B. Riley 
founded. 

The present situation at North- 
western Schools is good. There is 
much to rejoice about, much to 
please Bible believers and friends 
of Northwestern. 

First, there is a strong group 
of the fine, proven, dependable 
leaders in the school who have 
been there for years, who know 
the work, who could be depended 
on, who can work together. These 
include Dr. J. Edwin Hartill, Dr. 
Richard. Clearwaters, Mrs. W. B. 
tiley, Professor Bill Berntsen, etc. 
Added to these are other strong 
good men, Dr. Sandin, Professor 
Stamm, and many others. We have 
there a strong faculty. We have 
Strong leadership in the school. 


Rev. Rolf L. Vee 
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Pastor First Christian Reformed Church, Cicero, Illinois 


Faith tor These Times 


“These are times that try men’s souls,” said Thomas 
Paine during the days of the American Revolution. I wonder 
what Paine would say if he were here today! 


Modern warfare is so total that 
it is disrupting and disturbing to 
almost everybody, but it smashes 
especially into the lives of the lads 
who are in uniform. When I think 
how few Christians comparatively 
there are in the armed forces, then 
I am amazed that our fighting 
men, by and large, are as decent 
and sane as they are, and that 
more of them do not have the 
“devil-may-care” attitude of ‘Eat, 
drink, and be merry; tomorrow we 
die.” t= is not surprising that 
many servicemen are cynical in 
their thinking, and reckless in 
their conduct. 

A Christian, on the other hand, 
should be the last man in the 
world to adopt such a philosophy, 
even though he “loses” a few 
years of life in the Army or Navy, 
interrupts his education or career, 
has to postpone marriage perhaps, 
and is in danger of losing life and 
limb beside. 

I know that is not easy. And 
yet, a faith that does not work in 
difficulty is not faith at all. A 
soldier, let us say, may be ever 
so brave but the only proof of it 
is the way he acts under fire; not 
the way he marches in a Memorial 
Day parade. Sim y, a certain 
man may be ever good a Chris- 
tian, but the “pfdof of the pud- 
ding” is the way he carries on in 
time of trouble. Even a secular 
poet put it this way, 


“It is easy enough to be pleasant, 
When life goes along like a 
song; 
the man worthwhile is 
man who can smile 
When everything seems to go 
wrong.” 


The Bible says shamingly of a 
fair-weather Christian, “If thou 
faint in the day of adversity, thy 
strength is small.’”’ You cannot be 
a Christian and a quitter. By 
rights we ought to welcome the 
unpleasant things in life as a 
chance to show God what kind of 
Christians we are; that we are 
able to “take it,” upheld by his 
gracious, omnipotent Hand. After 
all, this whole life of ours on 
earth is .in a certain sense a 


But the 


mission field, for great Christian 
leadership. Send students’ to 
Northwestern. 

And Northwestern Schools, of 
course, need funds. I hope Chris- 
tians will pray about the sup- 
port of these schools. The money 
is being very carefully spent and 
wisely used for God. It is a good 
spiritual investment. Churches, 
particularly those pastored by 
Northwestern alumni, should put 
the school in their budget. Many 
godly Christians of some means 
should give large gifts to North- 
western Schools. 

Dr. Billy Graham writes to Dr. 
Look for the trustees, “You may 
also rest assured that I will con- 
tinue to support the school finan- 
cially. . . I feel some moral obli- 
gation in helping you particularly 
to pay off the building debt. Even 
though I am not actively associa- 
ted with the school, I love it with 
all my heart and believe that it is 
a great work of God. Whoever is 
chosen as president will have my 
love, confidence and support.” 

Those who wish further infor- 
mation about the schools, or wish 


.to help, may write to Northwest- 


ern Schools, 50 Willow Street, 


(EE 


Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


ae ) 


“proving ground” for that perfect 
and endless life over yonder where 
there will be no more war, no 
troubles and tears, no disappoint- 
ments and shattered dreams. ‘Be 
thou faithful unto death,” says the 
Lord Jesus, “And I will give thee 
a crown of life.” 

But how can a Christian be just 
as optimistic and full of faith in 
military life as in civilian? 

The biggest reason is the grand 
and glorious fact that not a single 
thing happens to him that God 
did not direct. God is the abso- 
lute Sovereign of the whole wide 
universe. He is the Commander-in 
chief of the stars, all the angels, 
every man, all the oceans—every- 
thing. If a war breaks out, that 
was in God's plan. If you are 
drafted, God wanted that. If God 
wants you to be in Texas, you will 
never be shipped to Tokyo, nor 
vice versa. There is Someone run- 
ning your life, right down to the 
tiny detail as to what you will eat 
each day, and He controls the 
thinking and actions of Eisenhow- 
er, ‘Truman, Ridgway, Stalin, and 
MacArthur: He determines what 
the weather will be every hour, 
when a war will end, who will 
win, and how many on each side 
will be wounded. Uncle Sam is not 
shoving you around: nobody is 
shoving you around. Your Father 
in Heaven is telling Uncle Sam 
and everybody else just what may 
and may not be done with you, 
His son. (Read Job 1, 2.) 

I can easily understand why, as 
one chaplain reported, the all-time 
favorite hymn of the boys in his 
outfit was, 

“This is my Father’s world, O, let 
me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft 
so strong, 

God is the Ruler yet. 

This_is my Father’s world, why 
should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King, let the heavens 
ring! 

He rules; let the earth be glad.” 


The most marvelous part of this 
global (and bigger!) plan of God 
is that poor, plain GI Joe is noi 
“expendable.”’ 
sonal; individual. Human beings 
run wars (and a lot of other 
things’ besides) in such a way that 
the individual person is sacrificed 
for the success of the big project. 1 
suppose in many cases that cannot 
be helped, just because we human 
beings are not all-powerful nor 
all-wise. So, when we fight an all- 


God’s plan is per-9. 


Rev. Rolf L. Veenstra 


out war, many individuals get 
hurt, and get hurt badly. They 
lose their jobs; they have to break 
up their homes; they have to go 
without this or that; they may 
even have to give their lives. 
In short, they are “expendable.” 
The nation is more important than 
the individual; winning the war 
is more important than saving a 


+ certain life. 


But God does not work that 
way. The soul of each of His 
children is precious in His eyes, 
Nobody in God’s family is just a 
number. He knows all His chil- 
dren by name. When the Bible 
says plainly that “All things work 
together for good to them that 
love God, to them ho are the 
called according to His purpose,” 
it does not mean that “everything 
will work out all right in the end,” 
as the worldly man puts it. It 
means that the sun rises when it 
does for your sake: it rains or it 
snows in Korea on account of 
what it will do to you and for you, 
irrespective of whether you are 
over there or here in the States. 
Does not that make the almighti- 
ness of God simply staggering? 
Who but God could be capable of 
such individual care, in the midst 
of such an enormous undertaking? 

Such thoughts will not only re- 
move pessimism and peevVishness._, 
from a Christian soldier’s mind, 
but they will also destroy fear. 
Nobody wants to get hurt in war, 
much less to get killed. God made 
us to live and to love to live. But 
all the worrying in the world is 
not going to keep us on this earth 
one day longer than our appointed 
time. And that time is the very 
best time, not just for the glory 
of God, nor yet for the winning of 

(Continued on page 6) ? 
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BECOME A TRAINED 
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2a are looking for articles that you 
a can write and be paid for... IF 


Today hundreds of students of 
Christian Writers Institute 

are selling well-written stories 
and articles to these publications. 


EARN’ WHILE YOU LEARN... 


the professional training that will bring 
. _ you editors’ checks. MARKET TIPS, 
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materials for individual magazines. 
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KOREA... land of “Suffering; 
Bleeding, and Sorrow” : 


behind the endless facts and statistics 
of war, lies a story of 30 million broken’ 
hearts — broken by the suffering, star- 
vation and death that are a part of each new day. 


for these people, Korea’s President, Syngman 
Rhee, pleads for Scriptures. In his words — 


“To a nation of suffering, bleeding and sorrow, 
what else could bring cheer, comfort and hepe.” 


' The Pocket Testament League is rushing Scriptures 
to these people now. Pray for this need! 


Write ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 
The POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


Gifts, Premiums, Bargains, Prizes! 


By Editor John R. Rice 


We have established the happy custom of serving a special 
SWORD OF THE Lorp Letter Month every year. Why? Because the 
editor-reader relationship of THE Sworp oF THE LorpD is unusually 
close and precious, and we want to hear from our friends. Because 
we want your suggestions about how to make [THE SworpD OF THE 
Lorp a better paper. want your criticisms. We want 
you to tell us what has blessed you most about 1-HE Sworp OF THE 
Lorp. We want you to tell us if you pray for us. We have here 
mm the Sword of the Lord offices some’ fifty people, consecrated 
Christian workers who have given their lives this work of getting 
out the gospel in print. And all these people feel they want to know 
our and want to hear from them. Besides, we know that 
if people write, that will give a good occasion to send the subscrip- 
tions they had planned to send anyway, or to order the books they 
hoped to order. Or they can ask the questions that they had intended 
to ask. All the good work of the Sword of the Lord can be multiplied 
by having frequent letters from our readers. 


THEREFORE WE DECLARE THE REST OF MAY 
AND THE FIRST PART OF JUNE, 1952 LETTER MONTH 
FOR THE SWORD OF THE LORD! We have prepared a 
rich feast of good things for all who write; and I think when you 
see what we offer, you will find it greatly to your profit to write 
a letter. 


Because we 


readers 


FREE GIFT FOR 


EVERYBODY 
who writes us! 
| 
VIOCWLS | 
—Shat 

reach 


absolutely free to our friends who write for it during Letter Month. 
Tt is called Poems That Preach. The big 5% x 8 inch size pages, 
beautifully printed in purple ink, contains 110 of the very best 
Christian poems we could assemble from far and near. We went 
through back issues of THE SWORD OF THE LORD all the way back 
to the beginning in 1934. We searched many, many books of poems. 
We counselled with a good many widely-read, cultured, Christian 
people. The best poems of Annie Johnson Flint,,of Kipling, Edgar 
A. Guest, Bryant, Longfellow, Ella Wheeler Wilcox and Shakespeare 
are represented, briefly. But mainly these are by the best Christian 
poets. All of them are suitable for quotation in a sermon or Sunday 
School or young people’s meeting. All of them will enrich the mind, 
stir the heart, and they will give hours of enjoyment. These 110 
poems in a big white book printed in purple with embossed covers, 


2 


is yours absolutely free for the 
asking. 


Or you may have the famous 
book, Bible Facts About Heaven, 
62 pages, eight chapters, shining 
Crystallon paper cover, presenta- 
tion page, decision form—this book 
has been used to win hundreds 
of people to Christ. Some 225,000 
copies have been printed. It has 
been most highly endorsed by Dr. 
H. A. Ironside and many, many 
Christian leaders. Take your 


free, Poems That Preach or Bible 
Facts About Heaven. 


the rules. POST- 
NOT COUNT. We 
will not pay postage on your let- 
ter to us. It is all right to use 


But note 


you put your own stamp on it. 


This is a most generous offer. 
Either of these beautiful, attrac- 


for writing a letter to the Sword 
of the Lord during Letter Month! 


etter Month Offers 


GREAT 
BARGAINS 


During Letter 
Month! 


We offer three special bar- 
gains during Letter Month at 
tremendous savings. 


GOD’S CURE FOR ANX- 
IOUS CARE. The most 
beautiful book Sword of the 
Lord Publishers ever pub- 
lished. Printed in nice Baskerville 
type, bound in real dove-colored 
cloth, printed in magenta, with a 
colored jacket showing the flowers 
and birds that are clothed—better 
than Solomon in all his glory, cared 
for by the Lord’s mercy. This is a 
tender book of comfort, of refreshing, 
a book for strength and encourage- 
ment and inspiration for every 


Christian! The chapters are: 
1. God’s Cure for Anxious Care 


2. Never Alone; Never Forsaken 
3. Water for the Thirsty 
4. “Power to the Faint” 
5. A Widow, A Pot of Oil, and God 
6. “Il Thirst’ 
7. Affectionate Christians 
8. “Sir, We Would See Jesus” 
9. “I Will Love Thee, O Lord, My 
Strength” 
This is an ideal book to give 
everybody who is discouraged or 
sick or in trouble. It is so beauti- 


fully printed and bound, it makes 
an especially attractive gift to give 
for birthdays, as hostess gifts, anni- 
versaries, graduations—anybody 
who needs comfort and help and 
strength. 127 pages, beautifully cloth 
bound, regular price —__- 1.50 


BARGAIN DURING LETTER 
MONTH ONLY $1 PER COPY 


THE POWER OF PENTE- 
COST, OR THE FULLNESS 
OF THE SPIRIT. This big 
book, 441 pages, by John 
R. Rice, took seventeen years to 
write. It is far and away the most 
exhaustive Bible teaching on this 
subject of the fullness of the Spirit. 
or how to have the power of Pente- 
cost for soul winning. This book will 
answer your questions, will show 
you the secret of power, will show 
why you do not need to talk in 
tongues, explains such terms as the 
baptism of the Spirit, the pouring 
out of the Spirit, the anointing of 
the Spirit. the indwelling of the 
Spirit, why prevailing prayer is 
necessary, how Jesus was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. etc. Fifteen big 
chapters. Beautifully bound in blue 
cloth stamped in gold with jacket. 
.441 pages, regular price _. $3.00 


BARGAIN PRICE LETTER 
MONTH ONLY $2.00 


“WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 
SAVED?” The little twenty- 
four page booklet that has 
been translated in a dozen 
foreign languages, printed in some 
seven or eight million copies, and 
has won many, many thousands of 
souls! The usual price is $2 per 
hundred. During Letter Month only, 
you may have them at only $1.00 
per hundred. (This price good only 
in $1.00 lots.) 

Get these now! Stock up with 
what you will need. We expect to 
lose money on these booklets, but 
since we give away so many hun- 
dreds of thousands of copies of 
them, we feel this is a good way to 
introduce them far and near. Order 
some today, 100 or more, at this 
remarkable half-price offer during 
Letter Month. 


Prizes for Letters 


During Letter Month we will 
give a $5 merchandise certificate 
for the best letter published each 
week beginning May 23, and run- 
ning three weeks after the close 
of Letter Month. For additional! 
letters to be published each week, 
we will pay $2 in merchandise 
certificate. We want your letters. 
Write today! Tell what THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD thas meant 
to you. Tell of anybody you know 
who has been saved through some 
Sword literature, Tell of anybody 
turned from modernism, or who 
started out to win souls. Tell of 
any family reunited, or other 
blessings through our. literature. 
Or write frankly suggesting ways 
to improve THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. If your letter is chosen first 
for the week, we will send a credit 
slip good for $5 in anything the 
Sword of the Lord Publishers sells. 
For the other three, four or five 
letters published weekly, we will 
send each writer a $2 merchan- 
dise credit slip. 
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Lovely, Unusual Premium for 


Each Cash Retail Order 
of $5 or More! 


We have selected seven of the most popular and helpful books, 


which will be 
Five of these books 


any one of 
retail order. 


library books, with jackets. Take your pick of these 


With each cash retail order for 


SS or more! 

1. IN HIS STEPS, 
Charles M. Sheldon. It 
have been sold of this, probably 


riven 


world’s most 
is estimated that 


absolutely free with each cash 
are with a hard binding, regular 
lovely books 


books or subscriptions or gift of 


famous Christian novel by Dr. 
twenty muiilion copies 
the most popular bock the world 


over 


has ever seen, besides the Bible and Pilgrim’s Progress. It tells the 
thrilling story of Rev. Henry Maxwell and a group of Christians 


who set out to do always what 


Jesus would do. wherever it took 


them. It led to the winning of many souls, to the building of great 


churches, to revivals, 


to persecution. Read what 


happened to a 


newspaper publisher, a railroad superintendent, a college professor, 
preachers, a novelist, a beautiful concert singer, an heiress, and 
others who set out to follow Jesus, to walk “in His steps,” 245 pages, 
thrilling reading, tremendously spiritual and helpful, written 1896, 
sells for 75c. Free with $5 cash retail order or gift. 


2. ROBINSON CRUSOE, Dy 


Danie] Defoe. Probably the most 


famous adventure story in the English language, a great classie, 
The story of a man cast away on a desert island by a shipwreck, 
how he found food, tamed goats, trained parrots, made his home, 


how he turned 
thrilling for adults as for young 
ture. 246 pages, imitation cloth 


to his Bible, w 


as saved from cannibals, etc. AS 
people. Entrancing, helpful litera- 
library volume, colored pictured 


jacket. Price 75c. Free with $5 cash retail order or gift. 
3. LITTLE WOMEN. Famous story for girls, a classic by Louisa 


May Alcott. 397 pages, imitation 


clothboard cover. beautiful colored 


picture jacket. Price 75c. Free with $5 cash retail order or gift. 


4. BLACK BEAUTY. The most famous horse story ever written, 
by Anna Sewell. A classic, 295 pages, imitation clothboard cover, 


beautiful colored pictured jacket. 


Good for all ages, especially teen- 


agers. Price 75c. Free with a $5 cash retail! order or gift. 


»2 WE 


CAN HAVE REVIVAL NOW!, by 


John R. 


Evangelist 


Rice. Ten chapters on revival by John R. Rice. 201 large pages, cloth 


binding, colored jacket, price $2. 


gift. 
6. HOLINESS: 
Dr. H. A. Ironside. 142 


pages. 


THE FALSE 


Free with $5 cash retail order or 


AND THE TRUE, by 
The author’s 


the 


personal expel lence 


, 
oe te 
late 


and an able exposition of the Scripture teaching on holiness and 


sanctification. Sixteen chapters 
LorD. Paper binding. Price 75c, 
or gilt. 


as printed in THE SWORD OF THE 
or free with $5 cash retail order 


7. PRESENT-DAY METHODISM AND THE BIBLE, by Newton 
C. Conant, as published in THE SworD OF THE LorpD. Exposing modern- 


ism of many Methodist leaders, 


for in Sunday School 


literature, 


showing Christians what to look 
etc. 107 pages, two-color paper 


cover, price $1, or free with $5 cash retail order or gift. 


ONLY ONE of these popular, useful, beautiful books given free 
with each cash retail order or gift of $5 or more, or two for 510 
order, three for $15 order, etc. The books may be bought at the regu- 


lar price if desired. 


Better get your orders for 


books, subscriptions, gift cards, 


Christian records, Bibles in now while you get your choice of these 
beautiful premiums with each $5 cash retail order or gift! 


Write Us A Letter! 


Remember these rules! 


1. In each letter (not a postcard) 
specify plainly whether you want 
Poems That Preach or Bible Facts 


About Heaven, free. Ask for only one 
copy. Stamp your own envelope. 

2. With every $5 cash or retail order, 
tell which of the seven books named 
that you want as a premium with your 
order. 

3. We suggest some $5 combinations. 
Why not get The Power of Pentecost 
($2), God’s Cure For Anxious Care (51) 
and 200 “‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved ?”’ ($2), a total of $5. Then you 
get free any one of seven books: /n 
His Steps, Robinson Crusoe, Little 
Women, Black Beauty, We Can Have 
Revival Now!, Holiness: the False and 
the True, Present-Day Methodism and 
the Bible. You also may have free 


either Bible Facts About Heaven, or 
Poems That Preach, simply for writing. 


Note how much value you get for 
the $5, for example, if you choose the 
book, We Can Have Revival Now!, free 
with your $5. Add up what you get for 
$5.00. 

Power of Pentecost, regular price $3. 

God’s Cure for’ Anzious Care, regular 
price $1.50. 

200 ‘‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ , 
regular price $4. 

Bible Facts About Heaven, (ar Poems 
That Preach), regular price 50c. 


We Can Have Revival Now, regular 
price $2.00. 
A total of $11 worth for $5, during 


this great Letter Month! We want'‘your 


letters, yvour orders, your comments, 
your subscriptions. Send your letter, 
today! 


Write the Sword of the Lord Pube 
lishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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A portion of a crowd estimated at 5,000, in Growers Co-operative Warehouse, Dan- 


ville, Virginia, during Jack 


Shuler Revival. 


The Blessed Hope 


(Continued from page 1) — $$$ 


Also the conduct of the people 
was foretold. “The multitude of 
camels shall cover thee, the dro- 
medaries of Midian and Ephah; all 
they from Sheba shall come; they 
shall bring gold and incense; and 
they shall shew forth the praises 
of the Lord” (Isa. 60:6). 

These prophecies have all been 
fulfilled, and that literally. What 
‘reliance they should give us upon 
the plain Word of God! Surely it 
is so plain that all may under- 
stand, whether they have given 
“a rule of interpretation” or not. 


Il, The Second Great Coming 
Was That of the Holy Spirit 

“And it shall come to pass after- 
ward, that I will pour out my spirit 
upon all flesh; and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see 
visions; and also upon the ser- 
vants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my 
spirit” (Joel 2:28.29). This has 
been fulfilled. 


III, Now the Third Great 
Coming is the Return of 
Our Lord 

“Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? This 


same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven’ (Acts 
E322). 

This is yet~-to be fullfilled. The 
apostles believed it. Paul refers 
to it more than fifty times. It was 
the great inspiration to him in his 
work, that he lived in daily expec- 
tation of Christ’s return. But 
since his day Christian people 
have not placed so much stress 
upon it, especially in later times. 

I think this is because of an 
erroneous idea as to the time and 
purpose of His return. There are 
two classes of believers: ‘Those 
who believe He will return -after 
the millennium—hence they are 
called post-millennialists. They be- 
lieve the world is to be converted, 
and the millennium is to precede 
His return to the earth. Then, too, 
those who believe the world is not 
to be converted before He comes, 
and that the millennium occurs 
when He comes. These are called 
pre-millennialists. 


Now this is practically the dif- 
ference between Christians about 
the matter of our Lord’s return. 
You ask, then, what difference 
does it make? Well, it makes just 
this much difference: if the Scrip- 


I am often asked how we 
explain the unusual blessing of 
God upon Bob Jones University. 
This institution of which we 
happen to be the founder is 
comparatively.a baby in the 
educational field and yet it is 
the largest aggressively evan- 
gelistic, orthodox educational 
institution on this continent. It 
has the largest ministerial en- 
rollment and missionary enroll- 
ment, as far as we know, of 
any orthodox evangelical schoo] 
anywhere in the world. There 
must be a reason for this. We 
discussed this unusual mani- 
festation of God’s blessing at a 
recent meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Board of 
Trustees, and we came to the 
following conclusions: 

First: The institution has al-4 
Ways endeavored to give the 
Lord Jesus Christ the pre-emi- 
nent place in everything. Sec- 
ond: It has stood without apolo- 
gy for its uncompromising fun- 
damental orthodox position, 
which position is written into 
its charter and is a position 
which all fundamental, evan- 
gelical, orthodox Christians 
everywhere accept. Third: The 
institution has emphasized this 
fundamental, evangelical, or- 
thodox doctrinal position and 
has refused to be drawn into 
controversy with any evangeli- 
cal group or groups concerning 
interpretations of the Word of 
God that separate so many 
good orthodox people. Fourth: 
It has been aggressively evan- 
gelistic and has therefore train- 
ed a large percentage of the 
evangelists in this country, and 
many soul-winning pastors and 
missionaries received their 
training in the University. Fifth: 
It has from the beginning in- 
sisted on harmony in its or- 
ganization. There has never 
been any strife or division in the 
Board of Trustees or in the 
Executive Committee, which 
represents the Board of Trus- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


tees. The institution has never 
tolerated internal strife in the 
faculty or executive staff. We 
insist that good men are rea- 
sonable men, and a man is not 
a good man who will come into 
an organization upon which the 
blessing of God has rested as it 
has upon Bob Jones University 
and stir up strife in that or- 
ganization. We do not have 
strife and jealousy in the stu- 
dent body. In all of my minis- 
try of more than fifty years, I 
have never known any place 
where more than three thou- 
sand Christians were gathered 
together where there was as a 
whole such harmony and hap- 
piness. 


My friends, I do not say it 
because I am the founder of 
this institution or because my 
son is president. I tell you in all] 
truthfulness that the Lord AI- 
mighty’s ‘hand is on Bob Jones 
University. We are _ asking 
Christian people everywhere to 
pray for us that this school 
may be kept as it is until Jesus 
comes. We are also appealing 
to our friends to contribute fi- 
nancially toward the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund and 
missionary fund. You ask God 
if He doesn’t want you to send 
some money for this fund. Let 
Him léad you. I believe He wil] 
lead you to co-operate with us 
In raising this fund. There can 
be no selfish motive in our ask- 
ing you to send in some money 
here to help students get their 
Christian training in this schoo] 
and help get the Gospel to the 
missionary fields of the earth, 
especially the thirty-two fields 
where our own Bob Jones Uni- 
versity graduates are working. 
Don’t forget to pray for us, and 
please let us hear from you 
right away. 


BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


| ignorant, 


tures teach the truth about it, we 
ought to know the truth, and teach 
it. 

What then, saith the Scrip- 
ture? They are very plain in sup- 
port of Christ’s pre-millennial 
coming; that is, that we are to 
look for Him before the world is 
converted, which means any time; 
and also that when He comes, He 
will raise the saved dead, and 
change the saved living; and reign 
with them a period on earth, dur- 
ing which Satan will be chained 
and shut up in the pit, and the 
will of God be done “on earth as 
it is in heaven.” 

“As the days of Noe were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, 
And knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man 
be. Then shall two be in the field; 
the one shall be taken, and the 
other left. Two women shall be 
grinding at the mill; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left. 
Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come.” 
—Matt. 24:37-42. 

Christ is speaking of His re- 
turn. “As in the days of Noe.” 
We all know how it was then. The 
world was not converted then. “So 
shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be.” 

This does not suggest to me that 


the world is to be converted be-. 


fore He comes. ‘“Then shall two be 
in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left. Two 
women shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. Watch, therefore; 
for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come.” All are not to be 
converted, else it would be foolish 
to begin watching until they are. 

It is clear, 
many expect Him at any moment. 

THE RAPTURE OF THE 


‘SAINTS. Now let us take another 


step, keeping to the Scriptures. 
What will He do when He comes? 

“I would not have you to be 
brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose -again, 
even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent [go before] them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with 
these words.”—I Thess. 4:13-18. 

Paul is here preaching on the 
second coming of our Lord. He 
looks upon it as a great means 
of comforting the saints. Why, 
then, should we look upon it as 
non-essential ? 

Let us look more carefully at 
what Paul says: 

(a) That Christ will come in the 
clouds; (b) that the dead in Christ 


therefore, that. wef 


WITH THE 


A letter from Rev. Gerald Goss, 
pastor of Midway Baptist Church, 
Collinsville, Virginia, tells of a 
blessed two-week revival conduc- 
ted by Evangelist Ralph D. Dodd 
of Little Rock, Arkansas. ‘Though 
the number of conversions were 
not given by the pastor, yet he 
enthusiastically commended the 
ministry of the evangelist. 

oad * * 

Rev. Frank Harpell conducted a 
ten-day evangelistic campaign at 
the First Baptist Church of New 
Brignton, Staten Island, New 
York -March 21-30. This climaxed 
a three-months’ “Crusade for 
Christ” in the church, consisting 
of home prayer meetings, visita- 
tion, and a youth tract campaign. 
Rev. John Fickett, pastor, reports 
that the campaign resulted in 
genuine revival among the belie- 
vers, including public confessions 
of reconciliation, and also the sal- 
vation of souls for whom much 
prayer had been raised. 

- al * 


> 


The Berean Fundamental 
Church, Ogallala, Nebraska, was 
the scene of evangelistic meetings 
with Evangelist J. Oscar Wells, 
March 18-30. Although hampered 
by bad weather the first week, 
the meetings resulted in many 
Spiritual victories, according to 
the pastor, Rev. Charles E. Din- 
widdie, Jr. Decisions were made 
for Christ; some united with the 
church, and there were many re- 
consecrations. A great blessing to 
the local church was the program 
of home visitation, started by the 
evangelist, and conducted each 


week-day morning’ This will be 
continued under the _ pastor’s 
leadership. 

* * . 


Evangelist Clifton Brannon of 
Longview, Texas, conducted one of 
the largest attended revival meet- 
ings in the history of the First 
Baptist Church of Galveston, Tex- 


as, reported the pastor, Rev. Har-’ 


old L. Fickett. As a result of the 
special campaign, 79 accepted 
Christ and were received for bap- 
tism, 29 by letter and 5 by state- 
ment. In addition, there were 148 
professions of faith to be dealt 
with concerning baptism, more 
than 200 rededications, and a num- 
ber surrendered for special ser- 
vice. The closing week of the two 
weeks’ revival campaign, eight 
consecutive baptismal services 
were held, at which time 55 were 
baptized by the pastor. Brother 
Brannon was supported by Ken- 
neth Balthrop, singer, and Jim 
Zaspel, accordionist. 
* *~ * 


A mighty moving of the Spirit 
was seen in Zanesville, Ohio, 
March 9-23 as Dr. Monroe Parker 
of Greenville, South Carolina, con- 
ducted an evangelistic campaign, 
sponsored by the -First Baptist 
Church. Every service was marked 
by conversions and _ reconsecra- 
tions. Many of the churches in the 
city sent large delegations on 
various nights during the cam- 
paign. A special evangelistic rally 
was held in the Ngunicipal Audi- 
torium . on Sunday afternoon, 
March 16. In response to the great 
crowds which attended and the 
large number of converts, the 


shall rise first; (c) that the living 
in Christ, and the raised dead in 
Christ, shall be caught up to- 
gether to meet the Lord in the 
air, 

What a glorious thought: the 
bride going up to meet the Bride- 
groom! All these years He has 
been waiting for her jo be made 
ready. She has been so slow, but 
now she is ready, and He comes, 
and she meets Him in the air. The 
marriage supper is. celebrated. 
What a gracious hour — CHRIST 
AND HIS BRIDE UNITED! 


And this union comes, not when 
the world is converted, but when 
the bride is ready. Hence our busi- 
ness is to help to get her ready, 


that we may hasten His coming. | 


(Continued on page 8) 
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By the Editor 


meetings were moved from the 
First Baptist Church to Lash High 


‘School Auditorium, where larger 


crowds were accommodated. 
* + * 

A. W. Johnson, reporter as- 
signed to the Jack Shuler Revival 
by the Danville Register and Bee 
Newspapers, reported on the cam- 
paign as follows: 


“The Jack Shuler United Re- 
vival at Danville, Virginia, is 
breaking all attendance records 
for the twentieth century in*this 
area. At this reporting an estima- 
ted total of 62,000 persons have 
crowded into the huge Co-opera- 
tive Warehouse which has been 
remodeled to take care of crowds 
up to five thousand nightly. ‘The 
‘Warehouse-Cathedral’ has been 
heated and decorated and furn- 
ished with comfortable seating. It 
is located two miles from the 
heart of Danville. Because of turn- 
away crowds, plans are already 
underway to move the meetings 
out-of-doors unless adverse weath- 
er forbids such a venture. Multi- 
plied hundreds have answered the 
call of young Dr. Shuler to ‘for- 
sake all and follow Christ.’ The 
budget for the campaign has al- 
ready been liquidated as the meet- 
ings go beyond their scheduled 
tenure into the fourth week. 

“Early residents here remember 
the large crowds which attended 
the Mordecai Ham revival thirty 
years ago, but claim Shuler’s 
crowds have far exceeded Ham’s. 
Shuler has already preached to 
aggregate crowds which total 
thousands more than the entire 
population of the area. 


“Twenty-six supporting pastors, 
representing eight denominations, 
insist that this is something néw 
for the State of Virginia and con- 
sider the crowds and list of con- 
verts phenominal. Prayer is asked 
of Christians everywhere as the 
meetings continue.” 
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IN THE NEWS! 


Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre-millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant mast y events. 
Vital spiritual food. Edited by Drs. Keith 
lL. Brooks and V. C. Oltrogge, board of 
special consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 

Ask information about the League’s world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 4i, Calif. 


The Standard 


UNIFORM 
VBS COURSE 


@ EASILY TAUGHT! @ COMPLETE! 


FREE GUIDEBOOK 


Send for Standard’s FREE 1952 vaca: | 
tion Bible-school Guidebook. It de- 
scribes Standard’s new, complete Uni-_ 
form course and  Standard’s 
excellent Graded courses. Further, it. 
tells how to finance and organize a. 
successful VBS. Also included are de- 
teaiptions of many other outstandi 
VBS materials. Get your FREE copy 

this informative Guidebook now! 
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Noteworthy (NE 


YOUTH FOR CHRIST 


CATCAGO—Sixteen men, head- 
ed hv Dr. Charles E. Fuller of the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour and 
have 
been announced as speakers and 
delegates to the fifth World Con- 
sponsored 
by Youth for Christ International 
from August 


President Robert A. Cook, 


gress on Evangelism 


at Belfast, Ireland, 


/ 
5 
J 
77x 
ana, from June 29-July 13, will be 
the largest in history, President 
tobert A Cook said this week. 
Last year’s convention drew a 
police-estimated 24,000 people to 
the 1700-population town of Wi- 
nona Lake on the final Sunday 
when Billy Graham, first president 


of YFC International, was the 
main speaker. Graham will be one 


Note 
yy 


10-17. of the speakers at the 1952 con- 
? Dr. Fuller will be the main| vention. 
speaker at the great windup out- pense 
. “ BIBLE DEFENDER DIES 
door rally in the Windsor Park a ll ‘ 
stadium on Saturday, August 9, Dr.. Harry Rimmer, one of the 
when an expected throng of 60,-' ee a fenders and aes 
000 may be on hand | of the faith in our time, died at 
; a} < . , , oa ; 
CHICAGO Farlv registration | ™5 home in Pacific Palisades, 
’ Ps 4c : c ° 
° , * falif 7 arc 4 The ivate 
indicated that the 8th Annual | ‘ ut., ver Mar n Av. an ty re 
Youth’ for Christ International | ™°™O™™ Service was held at tn 
Gonvention at Winona Lake. Indi Hollywood Presbyterian Church 
< 4¢ ; " ‘ cy : 
on Saturday, March 22. According 
to KING’S BUSINESS he had a 


1) ike Director iy ca 


KINDERGARTEN 
THRU HIGH SCHOOL 


FLORIDA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 


severe case of cancer which proved 
to be fatal. Dr. Rimmer was well 
known all over the nation 
famous Bible lecturer and writer. 


CRIME NOTE 

According to the latest crime 
figures released by the FBI for 
Jan.-June, 1951, there were ap, 
proximately as many 18-year-olds 
arrested and fingerprinted as 24- 
year-olds. Of the total 419,45i 
fingerprinted during the six-month 
'period, 15,204 were 18, and 1,984 
were under 15. Burglary and theft 
were the highest offences in these 


asS a 


Raton, Florida 


our generation. 


CHAPTER TITLES 


1. The Kind of Revival We Need 

2. God’s Plan for a Revival 

3. The High Cost of Revival 

4. Preparing Christians for Re- 
vival 

5. God’s 
ners 

6. Clearing the Way for 

7. The Only Person God 
Use for Revival 


8. The Kind of a Message Need- 
ed for Revival 


9. Why Preach Against Sin? 
The Kind of Preaching Need- 
ed in a Revival 

The Invitation 

How to Give an Invitation 

A Passion for Souls 

Personal Work in a Revival 
Place of Prayer in Revivals 
How and Why God Tests Our 
= and What to Do About 


Program: Saving Sin- 
God 
Can 


How Jesus, Our Pattern, Was 
Filled With the Holy Spirit 
“Be Filled With the Spirit.” 
The Results of Being Filled 
With the Spirit 

Preparing for Union Revivals 
How to Organize for Union 
Evangelistic Campaigns 
Advertising and Delegations 
A Visitation Program 


19. 


PV &®. 
to 


24. Music and the Revival 
25. Conserving the Results of a 
Revival 


Order from your book 
dealer or 


SWORD of the LORD 
PUBLISHERS 


Wheaton, Illinois 


More and more pastors and churches now know that we can 
have revival. Many are now asking: How can we have revival in 
our city and church? What is the technique? How do we get started? 
You who are thinking about evangelistic campaigns will find in- 
valuable information, instruction, and inspiration for revival planning 
in what many think is the best hand book on revival published in 


HOW to HAVE a REVIVAL 


by Six Leading American Evangelists 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, Dr. Joe 
Henry Hankins, Dr. Jesse Hendley, Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. John R. Rice, and 
Dr. Robert J. Wells. This book shows 
the kind of revival we need, the kind | 
of preachers, preaching, praying, | 
qualified soul winners, music, ad- | 
vertising, planning, programs, singing. | 
visiting, soul-winning passion, and | 
filling with the Spirit. The book is 
full of Bible quotations, telling stories, | 
and practical direction. It is the kind 
of book every pastor, evangelist, re- 
vival committee, ministerial student 
ought to study. Lucid style, clear print, 
sturdily bound in green cloth, stamped 
in gold with the pictures of the evan- | 
gelists on the jacket. 25 chapters, 399 
pages for $3.50. You who are burden- 
ed for revival, why not order for your 
pastor and yourself today? This may 
be the spark that will set"your church 
on fire for God, with a passion for 
lost souls. 


teviewers Say: 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
Wheaton College—**To my 
is the most informative 
treatment of a _ very 
ject. . .*" 

The Free Methodist ‘‘A copy of How 
to Have a Revival ought to be put in | 
the hands.of every pastor, every evan- | 
gelist, and every Christian worker the 
world over. In reading it. my soul has 
been blessed and heart stirred with 
greater desire to win lost souls. I can 
recommend this book to all who wish 
to do something to bring about a 
heaven-sent revival.’’ 

Dr. Oswald J. Smith, pastor of Peo- 
ples Church, Toronto—‘'If this volume 
could be sent to all theological students 
in seminaries, it would get them started 
right in their ministry... .’’ 

Dr. Robert G. Lee—''These 
know the Lord, know how 
how to have a revival, have 
us emphasis on essentials 
Pe 


President 
knowledge it 
and exhaustive | 
important sub- | 


men who 
to preach, 
put before 
to a re- 


GET YOUR FREE BOOK! Order $5.00 worth 
of books and subscriptions and get free your 
choice of any one of seven free books. See 
full details on page 3. | 
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' Use this handy coupon i 
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, Swor he Lord Publishers 5-1 y 
, Wheaton, Illinois , 
Please send  - ...-- copies of How to ! 
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age groups. While drinking among 
youth is heavy, adults and parents 
are reminded by the report that 
their drinking is yet heavier: -for 
in each of the following five-yeai 
age spans-—25-29, 30-34, and 35-39, 
there were almost three times as 
many arrests for drunkenness and 
driving while intoxicated as in the 
five-year age span from 17-21. 


New York has 3,000 Chinese 
boys and girls and only 2 cases 
of juvenile delinquency among 


them the past 8 years. What’s the 
explanation? Chinese teachers say 
it’s Confucius’ saying, “The mis- 
conduct of the child is the fault 
of the pnarents.’’ 

Church officials report 2,000 
South Korean soldiers have joined 
Protestant churches since the be- 
ginning of 1951. Many of the con- 
verts were given instruction in the 
Christian faith while 
hospital treatment 
wounds. 

Up to now, wars have cost thi 
United States $414 billion—enough 
to give every American family a 
new $8,000 home, a $1,200 car, and 
2,000 in the bank. 


When Felix 
Trembled 


(Continued from page 
We not know whether Dru- 
silla trembled. Sometimes a 
wicked woman is harder in heart 
than a murderous man like Fe- 
lix. But the Spirit of God spoke 
Sharply to the heart of Felix, and 
the governor’ trembled 
the preaching of Paul. 


undergoing 
for their 


1) 
do 


hefore 


What was it Paul preached that 
made the sinner before him trem- 
ble? 


We know that Paul preached 
the gospel. The subject of his 
discourse we know. Felix “sent 


for Paul, and heard him concern- 
ing the faith in Christ.” So Paul 
preached to Felix the same kind 
of gospel that he preached every- 
where else. And Paul’s discourse 
concerning righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come was 
a normal part of that gospel con- 
cerning the faith in Christ and 
salvation through the blood. 


1. Paul “Reasoned of 
Righteousness” 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
really about righteousness. Paul 
may have told Felix that God is 
a righteous God, a holy God. I do 


not doubt that Paul plainly af- 
firmed, and proved by the Old 
Testament Scriptures, that God 


demands righteousness of men, 

Sometimes in our eagerness 
prove that salvation is not 
works of men, but by God’s grace, 
we minimize this other truth, 
that God wants men to be right- 
eous. The only reason men need 
Saving is that they are not good. 
The aim of salvation is to make 
men good. “Christ is the end ol 
the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth’ (Rom. 10:4). 
The only thing wrong with men’s 
morality is that it not real 
morality, not real righteousness 

but partial, and outward, and 
superficial, instead of true heart 
righteousness. The reason people 
need to be born again is because 
they are born wrong, they are 
wrong; they are not righteous, 
they are evil. And one who takes 
Christ as Saviour not only has 
Christ’s righteousness imputed to 
him on God's records, but he al- 
so has God’s righteousness planted 
in the heart. Then Christ, OUR 
righteousness, comes into. the 
heart, through the Holy Spirit, 
and God’s righteousness is im- 
planted in the heart of one who is 
saved. As God promised in He- 
brews 10:16, “This is the covenant 
that I will make with them after 
those days, saith the Lord, I will 


to 


| 
Vi 


is 


put my laws into their hearts, 
and in their minds will I write 
them.” Make no mistake about 


it; the object God has in saving 
sinners is to make them good, 
to make them righteous. And when 
we awake in the perfect likeness 
of Jesus Christ, thank God, we 
shall have perfectly attained God’s 
plan for us, and we shall be per- 
fectly righteous as He is right- 
eous. 

Throughout the Old Testament, 
the term “the righteous” seems 
to be used as a Synonym for saved 
people. Abraham asked God. to 
spare Sodom if there were ten 


(Continued on page 7) 


WITH ALL OUR HEARTS—THANKS! 


We are so grateful to our friends who sent 
subscriptions. We are working night and day 
(literally) to get them enrolled, but the tre- 
mendous number of them means it takes long- 
er than usual. If your paper does not arrive 
promptly, your patience, please. 
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110 Moving Poems Free 


(Continued from page 1) 


Another 
colored poet, 


fine poem in the book, Poems That Preach, is by the 
Paul Lawrence Dunbar. Here is a lesson we all need! 


Gop HAS A PLAN For Your LIFre Too! 
E phe Sins 22510 

The Lord had a job for me, 
But I had so much to do 

I said, “You get somebody else 
Or wait till I get through.” 

I don’t know how the Lord cam: f 
No doubt He got along: 

But I felt kind o’ sneakin’ 
I knew I’d done God wrong. 

One day I needed the Lord 


Needed Him right away: 
But He never answered me at 
And I could hear Him say 
Down in my accusin’ heart; 
“Child, I’ve got too much to do; 
somebody else, 
till I get 


all, 


You 


vet 


Or wait through.” 


Now, when the Lord has a 
I never try to shirk; 

I drop what I have on 
And do the Lord’s 

And my affairs can run along 

till I get 

For nobody else can do the work 
That God’s marked out for 


hand 
cr( od WOTK 


Or wait through; 


you. 


Some of these poems will bring wonderful inspiration to the heart 
of Christians, and they bring a message from God. Notice this one 
expresses a burden for revival, 


Ou, For A PENTECOST! 


Oh, for a passionate passion for souls! 
Oh, for a pity that yearns! 
for a love which loves unto death! 


Oh. for a fire that burns! 


Oh, 


Oh, for a prayer power that prevails, 

That pours itself out for the 

Victorious prayer in the Conqueror’s name, 
Oh, Pentecost! 


lost; 


for a 


= Anonumous. 


The Great Commission command of Jesus to carry the gospel to 
every creature is given in the following poem. 


EVANGELIZE! 


yive us a watchword for the hour 

A thrilling word, a word of power; 

A battle-cry, a flaming breath, 

That calls to conquest or to death; 

A word to rouse the church from rest, 
To heed her Master’s high behest, 
The call is given: Ye hosts arise, 

Our watchword is Evangelize! 


The glad evangel now proclaim 
Through all the earth in Jesus’ name; 
This word is ringing through the skies, 
Evangelize! Evangelize! 
To dying men, a fallen race, 
Make known the gift of gospel grace; 
The world that now in darkness lies, 
Evangelize! Evangelize! 

He nry Crocker 


These are only four of the shorter poems. The book has 110 poems, 
in 64 large pages. You may have a copy absolutely free if you simply 
write to the Sword of the Lord Publishers. Tell us how you like 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD. Make any suggestion for its betterment. Tell 
of blessings through any of the Sword literaiure. Notice the following 
requirements. 

1. You must request either Poems That Preach or Bible Facts 
About Heaven. We will send no book unless you specifically ask for 
the one you want. 

2. Send a letter, not a postcard. And stamp your own letter, if 
you use a Sword envelope. 

We want to hear from thousands of our friends during the month 
of May and the first week of June. We have offered great bargains 
for your convenience during Letter Month and to make it worth 
your while to write. For the best letter published each week beginning 
May 23 and running through the month of June, we will pay $5, with 
$2 for éach additional letter printed each week. (Merchandise credit 
slip sent you when your letter is chosen for print.) Some will want 
to send subscriptions. Others will wish to order books or send gifts 
to the Free Literature Fund. But, at any rate, let us hear from you, 
our friends. 

Address the Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, 
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April 1, William P. Golder, Chaplain (Major) USA, Battalion 
Chaplain stationed in Japan, wrote: 


“For years I have been blessed as I have read from the pages of | ah 


THE SworD OF THE LorD. Upon my arrival in Japan a few months | 


ago I was invited to conduct some evangelistic meetings in Choshi, | 


Japan.. 


“IT climbed the stair case that first night in that humble | THAT Bob Jones 
Attached to the wall were a number of copi ies, 


but Christian home... 
of THE SworD OF THE LorD. Blessed thought that night upon retiring 


was that here in far-off Japan people were being blessed with your | 


ministry of the printed word not unlike the experience so many of 


us knew in my former church, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


“We have a Japanese Sunday 


our Post Chapel by 
community of one 


School numbering 250, taught in 


the Ravenswood Baptist Church, of | 


| 
| 


| Massachusetts, 
Japanese Christians. With no church in this) 


hundred thousand, and because of the desire | 


of these children and their parents to have a permanent place of. 


worship, will you, Dr. 


Rice, solicit the widest possible prayer minis- 
try for God's leadership in this ever-enlarging burden?” 


Faith for These Times 


(Continued from page 2) 
the war, nor for the advancement 
of Christ’s Kingdom alone, but the 
best for you, with your interests 
at heart. 

Sometimes I think the atheists 
in the armed forces have more 
“faith,” in a way, than the Chris- 
tians, especially when it comes to 


dying. I realize that it is more 
“fate” than faith, but in their 


crude way they speak truth when 
they say it is impossible for them 
to die “until their number is up.” 
A Christian ought to exceed such 
stoicism by saying to himself that 
not a hair can fall from his head 
without the will (not just the 
knowledge) of His Heavenly. Fa- 
ther. Jesus was not afraid of a 
terrible storm at sea; He was not 
afraid of an armed mob that came 
to arrest Him. He knew confident- 
ly that He could not be killed un- 
til it was time for Him to dle. 

I could say here by way of re- 
assurance that a man’s chances of 
being killed in battle are less than 
they are at home where death 
stalks the highway and _ in- 
vades the home at a_ shocking 
rate. But that is not the point. 
Some day every one of us is going 
to die, whether in battle or in bed. 


But, this is the point: none of us 
will be afraid of it, no matter! 
where or when it comes, if he rea-| 
lizes that it is for him the be st | 
thing imaginable, or it would not| 
happen. Paul said to the Philip- 3 
pians that he wanted to remain | 
with them; yet he knew that to | 
die and be with Christ would be}~ 
far better. Which should he wish 
for? Which of the two would hap- 
pen? The answer was simple: the 
best would! 

This is a Christian soldier’s re- 
assurance, that if it is best for 
him to return home to his loved 
ones, nothing will stop him, not 
even if every other person in the 
armed forces is killed! On the 
other hand, if it is best for him 


(not for the winning of the war) 


tainly see that he leaves this earth 
in battle. Always and in all ways 
God is watching and working for 
His children as individuals. “I 
know my sheep.” “No one shall 
snatch them out of my 
“Neither death ... nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Once a Christian soldier has this 
conception of his personal place 


Share 
YOUR 
Sword 


| Just what 
that he give his life for his loved | 
ones and homeland, God will cer-! 


hand.” | 


| 
in God's plan, he will be a better 


soldier. This philosophy that we 
have been talking about will not 
only be a comfortable consolation, 
but an incentive to action. A lot of | 
times we like to be “lost in the) 
shuffle”; to be just a serial num-| 
ber in the army. It serves as a 
good excuse for sloth, that goes) 
by such names as “goofing,” “‘gold-| 
bricking,”” etc. God has a plan, a) 
purpose in putting you into the, 
armed forces, or you would not be | 
there. Seek to find what that pur- 
pose is, and “whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy 
might.”’ We all know that there is 
a lot of waste and alertness! 
and inefficiency and what not else | 
in the Army and Navy; some sol-| 
diers and sailors use that as an| 
excuse for duty-dodging and 
wastefulness and even theft. But) 
the old argument, “Everybody | 
does it,’’ is no excuse with*God. In| 
the judgment day he will ask the 
man who received ten talents what 
he did with the ten; the man who! 
received one talent will have to! 
report what he did with his one. 
We may not like the way our of-| 
ficer operates; we may not have) 
nen for: the prese nt epee 


but God will not ‘hold us respon- 
sible for what others were Sup- | 
posed to do and failed to. 


‘Others may have a bigger job, 
But you have your task to do, 

And no one in all God’s universe 
Can do it as well as you! 


It is said that when Napoleon, | 
the forerunner of Hitler, was over- 
running Europe, Beethoven used 
to sigh, “I wish I were a gifted 
general: I wish I could lead an 
army to defeat that rascal.” But 
one of Beethoven’s friends said, | 
“Ludwig, stick to your music. You 
gin do more that way than by 
wielding a sword.” And that is 
happened. Think how) 
Beethoven’s powerful Fifth Sym- 
phony outlived Napoleon and Well- 
ington alike, and was a tremen- 
dous source of strength all through 
World War II to crushed countries 
that secretly whistled the “three 
short notes and one long” that) 
begin the famous “Fifth”: the 
three dots and a dash that stood 
for V, V for Victory. Beethoven | 


| direction 


/ enviable 
/ second start. 


thinking your life, 


'be losing theirs. 


“Didja 


Know’ 


THAT tuition-free training is of- 
fered by Berean Bible College, 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago; and 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles? 


THAT the Worth Bible College, 
Fort Worth, Texas, offers to 
preachers who have not finished 
high school work an opportunity 
to finish that work and receive a 
diploma? est 

THAT vocational training is em- 
phasized along with classroom in- 
struction by John Brown Univer- 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas, 
and Toccoa Falls Institute and Bi- 
ble College, Toccoa Falls, Georgia? 
University, 
Greenville, South Carolina, offers 
private instruction in music, 
speech and art without additional 
cost above regular academic tul- 
tion? 

THAT Gibbon Collége, Boston, 
is said to be the 
only accredited interdenomina- 
tional liberal arts college in New 
England that is truly evangelical? 


THAT a new Memorial Center, 
consisting of music rooms, store, 
post office, and laundry rooms was 
recently completed at Briercrest 
Bible Institute, located in Caron- 


port, Saskatchewan, Canada? 


THAT Tennessee Temple College, 
‘Chattanooga, Tennessee, offers a 
training program in flannelgraph 
and chalk work, and has 100 of its 
564 students enrolled in these 
classes this year? 


THAT over half of the student 
body in Houghton College, Hough- 
ton, New York, earn a part or all 


Philadelphia printer, became the 
first United States ambassador to 


the court of the king of: France! 


Who knows where your “wast- 
ed” war years will lead you? It 
may amaze you some day to dis- 
cover what a blessing in disguise 
_it was for you to have your pretty 
‘plans shattered, and having to 
start life all over again. Perhaps 


you were headed off in the wrong 


before your induction, 
starting up what would have been 
a blind alley. Now you are in the 
situation of getting a 
You have a chance 
(that you otherwise might not 
have taken) of re-planning, re- 
of asking God 
afresh, “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” 

_ Above all, we not do rash ‘things. 


ha hat oe s wrong in Washington, | 


for Christians to 
I am thinking, 
for example, of the “hurry-up” 
marriages of men who wed be- 
cause “All the other fellows are.” 
In this too, “Wait on the Lord: be 
of good courage, and he shall 


'in time of war 


| strengthen thy heart.” 


One day Francis of Assissi was 
busy hoeing in his garden when 
a passerby asked this pious man 
what he would do if he knew for 


certainty that he was going to die 


before the sun set. The answer 
that he expected was that Fran- 
cis would immediately get to his 


knees and spend his hours in medi- 


tation and prayer, for Francis was 
known for his custom of “quiet 
time.” But the ready and remark- 
able answer was simply this, ‘““To- 
day I would keep on hoeing.” 

This is a sorry world, with all 
its turmoil and trouble. It is an 
unpleasant one in which you and 
I have to “work out our own sal- 
vation.” At present you are in one 
of this unpleasant world’s most 
unpleasant places. But God wants 


helped to bring victory by sticking | you where you are as part of His 


to his task. 
So stick to your guns, 


peeling machine. The Bible is full 
of promises that the person who 
is faithful with little will be en- 
trusted with much, You and I 
would not call old Benjamin 
Franklin a Christian, but he loved 
to quote the Bible proverb, ‘“Seest 
thou a man diligent in his busi- 
ness? he shall stand before kings; 
he shall not stand before mean 


she 
even if your “gun” is a_ potato-| beside. 


men,” and “poor Richard,” the 


great plan to bring about a new 
creation, and to save your soul 
“Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Je- 
sus Christ. No man that warreth 
entangleth himself in the affairs 
of this life; that he may please 
him who hath chosen him as a 
soldier” (II Tim. 2:3, 4). 

(From the book, OUR BOYS IN BROWN 
AND BLUE, by Rev. Rolf L. Veenstra. 
Published by Baker Book House, 1019 
Wealthy St., S.E., Grand Rapids 6, Michi- 
gan. May be ordered from the publisher, 


or from Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, IIli- 
nois. Price 50c.) 


of their way through college; and 
that sixty per cent of them go on 
to graduate school? 

THAT eighty million people live 
within a five-hundred mile radius 
of the Baptist Bible Institute, lo- 
cated in Cleveland, Ohio; and that 
students there are required to 
participate in some type of per- 
sonal work? 

THAT Huntington College, Hunt- 
ington, Indiana, has Within the 
last ten years doubled its enroll- 
ment and doubled its physical 
plant located on a 60-acre cam- 
pus? 

THAT Ben inet School, Chris- 
tian preparatory school- for boys, 
has some of the best athletic fa- 


cilities around Asheville, North 
Carolina; and that every activity 
there begins with a word of 
prayer? 


THAT Seattle Pacific College of- 
fers a unique program in intensive 
language study, using only nation- 
al and highly trained persons for 
the teaching; and that the courses 
include Spanish, French, Chinese, 
Japanese, sign language for the 
deaf, as well as the corresponding 
cultures of these languages? 

THAT Dr. Walter L. Wilson, 
president of the Kansas City Bible 
College, Kansas City, Missouri, is 
the same Dr. Walter L. Wilson 


have been running for sometime 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD? 


THAT a student who is serious in 
applying himself can earn nearly 
all of his expenses while attending 
Roberts Wesleyan College, North 
Chili, New York, either through 
The Roberts Collegiate Industries 
now being developed on campus 
or by working in industry in Ro- 
chester. Courses are arranged for 
students to take only one concen- 
trated subject at a time, inter- 
spersing studies with periods of 
work? 

THAT Westmont College, Santa 
Barbara, California, is one of the 
few evangelical non-denomination- 
al liberal arts colleges on the West 
Coast? 


THAT the United States School of 
Music of New York City is Ameri- 
ca’s oldest and largest Home study 
music school? 
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attended last year. 
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Cartoons 


These delightful cartoons 
reach the heart through the 
eye in an easily understood, 
impressive way. Bible truths 
are made crystal clear. Charles * 
L. Ramsay, the artist, is an 
earnest spiritual Christian with 
fine ability. You will be thrill- > 
ed with his fresh treatment, 
his spiritual discernment. 
Vaughn Shoemaker, chief car- 
toonist of the Chicago Daily 
News says, “The late Dr. E. J. 
Pace... was the great dean of 
Christian cartoonists, and there 
are few Christians today who 
have not been blessed by the 
ministry of his masterful pen. 
Now he has gone to be with 
the Lord. but a worthy suc- 
cessor has taken his place in 
the person of Charles Ramsay.” 

Readers of The Sword of the 
Lord were enthusiastic about 
these cartoons as they appear- 
ed. You will find them a trea- 
sure, helpful in illustrating Bi- 
ble truths -to Sunday School 
classes, for church bulletin 
boards, and in dealing with 
young people and children. 
112 pages, attractive paper 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


When Felix Trembled 


i 


| 


(Continued from page 5) 


righteous people in it. Abraham 
believed God and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness. Near- 
ly six hundred times the terms 
“righteous” and “righteousness” 
are used in the Bible. It is no true 
gospel preaching that does not 
demand righteousness and does 
not hold up a righteous standard. 
It is true that poor, fallen, sin- 
ning men cannot save themselves 
by their own puny and super- 
ficial righteousness, but the con- 
troversy between sin and right- 
eousnesS is the controversy be- 
tween God and sinners. And sin- 
ners who meet God in peace must 
face that controversy and get on 
the side of God! 


Noah was “a preacher of right- 
eousness” (II Pet. 2:5). So Paul 
was a preacher of righteousness. 
Christ is called the righteous- 
ness of God. Christ said, “Blessed 
are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they 
shall be filled.’ So Paul, in preach- 
ing concerning the faith of God, 
discoursed on righteousness! 


Dr. P. W. Philpott, mighty 
preacher of the gospel who was 
once pastor of famous Moody Me- 
morial Church, Chicago, and later 
of the Church of the Open Door 
of Los Angeles, once said to me 
of these  ultradispensationalists 
who do not believe in preaching 
repentance and do not believe in 
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asking! This attractive, new, better-than- 
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Christ and makes Christians want to live 
for Him! Full of practical helps for every 
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. recruiting teachers. . . selecting a 

course. . putting on a Christ-exalting 
closing demonstration program. In every 
way, this book will help you to forge ahead 
to “GREATER HEIGHTS” in your DVBS. 


An — benefit! You also get a generous 
view of ALL-BIBLE VACATION 


SCHOOL LESSONS. Send for your copy 
of “GREATER HEIGHTS” today! 
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my copy of the 1952 DVBS Teachers’ 
and Directors’ Handbook, ‘Greater 
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SCRIPTURE ‘PRESS 


Stephen's 


| too, 
| Paul’s preaching. 


| sin 


preaching about righteousness, but | 
only about grace, that they 
“preach a grace which is disgrace.”’ 
God never meant for any preach- | 
ing of the love of God, or of the | 
grace of God, or of the blood of | 
Christ, to ignore God’s demand | 
for righteousness. Bible preachers | 
of the gospel must preach on right- 
eousness! 

When Paul preached to Felix 
about righteousness, hé necessar- 
ily preached about sin. Sin is the 
absence of righteousness. And 
when Paul preached to Felix about 
his sins, he was simply obeying 
the plain command of Isaiah 58:1: 
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift. up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and shew 
my people their transgression, and | 
the house of Jacob their sins.” 
He preached like John the Baptist 
who said to the Pharisees and 
Sadducess, “O generation of vi- 
pers, who hath warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come?” 
And as John the Baptist faced 


wicked Herod with his adulterous 
life, and told him plainly about his 
brother’s wife whom he had taken, 
“It is not lawful for thee to have 
her” (Matt. 14:4)—so Paul faced 
Felix, no doubt, with his sins. Fe- 
lix perverted justice, even in the 
case of Paul, hoping for bribe 
money. He is said to have hired 
assassins to kill his enemies. When 
Paul reasoned of righteousness to 
Felix, he dealt plainly with the 
Sin question, as honest preachers 


must always do to please God. 
As the dear Lord Jesus enu- 
merated the sins of the Pharisees 
in Matthew, chapter 23, calling 
them hypocrites, wolves in sheep’s | 
clothing, blind leaders of the blind, 
killers of prophets, 
vipers, devourers of widows’ 
houses, and spiritual fools so Paul 
dealt with Felix on the question 
of righteousness and Felix’ sins! 
Paul had the spirit of martyred 
Stephen whom he, when still un- 
converted, had seen die. Stephen 
had accused his hearers in that 
famous sermon that led to his 
martyrdom, “Ye stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost...” He called them “the 
betrayers and murderers” of Jesus 
The Scripture tells us_ that 
hearers “were cut. to 
heart,” and no doubt they, 
trembled, as did Felix, under 


the 


This kind of preaching against 
was not unusual with Paul. 
At Paphos on the isle of Cyprus, 
when Elymas the socerer 
to turn away the ruler Sergius 
Paulus from the truth, Paul ‘filled 
with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes) 
on him, And said, O full of all) 
subtilty and all mischief, thou | 
child of the devil, thou enemy of | 
all righteousness, wilt 
cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” Then Paul called 
upon the sorcerer the curse of 
temporary blindness! It is not 
surprising that when Paul 


pre ached with such holy boldness | 
at 
he was! 


was stoned 
for dead: 


against sin, he 
Lystra and left 
arrested, beaten and put in the 
dungeon at Philippi; there was 
a riot at Thessalonica; Paul was 
arrested in Corinth; another riot 
occurred at Ephesus, and one at 
Jerusalem where Paul was ar- 
rested for his long imprisonment 
and the journey to Rome. If you 
think that all these riots and ston- 
ings and persecution came because 
Paul preached only the love of 
God, you are mistaken. Paul’s 
preaching on sin got on the con- 
science of people and it disturbed 
them, angered them. When he 
made an issue of righteousness 
versus sin in the life of Felix, 
Felix trembled; and the upheaval 
within his own soul was simply 
following the pattern of other 
men who heard Paul preach! 


Some foolishly say that any 
preaching on questions of sin and 
righteousness are out of order 
for a gospel preacher, but they 
have not well studied the min- 
istry of Christ and the apostles, 


nor the precepts of the Bible. 
Some say that the question for a 
sinner to decide is not the sin 


‘question but the Son question. But 


they are mistaken, for no one 
ever settled the Son question 
without settling also the sin ques- 
tion. One who does not come to 


serpents and | 


' does 
| never 
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MOVING SOON? 


To -make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
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takes effect let us know: 
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nols. 
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address corrected by filing your new 
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in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
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for you in forwarding postage. 


turns to trust Jesus and accept 
Him. Both matters are in the 
same ‘transaction! How silly it 
would be for a doctor to go out 
to treat the sick with the under- 


| standing that he would never deal 


with the disease but only with 
the remedy. Diagnosis comes be- 
fore treatment. Just so law comes 
before grace, and preaching on 
Sin comes before preaching on 
grace. The Old Testament comes 
before the New Testament, and 
the Old Testament is longer than 
the New Testament. Law is made 
clear before grace. And the rea- 
son is that “the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ” (Gal. 3:24). Men who do 
not see themselves sinners never 
repent of their sins. A man who 
not know that he is sick 

calls a doctor. One must 
get sinners lost before he can get 


them saved. All of us who preach | ® 


and teach and try 
must remember that God is angry 
with sinners over their sins, and 


| that God cannot be indifferent to 


| the part of sinners. 


| . 
| walt 


tried | 


| when 
of 


thou not | 


434 So. Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. Dept. sis-52 | hate sin and repent of sin never 


Sin. Nor can God receive a Sin- 
ner who is indifferent on the sin 
question. God demands heart re- 
pentance; and so every preacher, 
when he comes to speak “of the 
faith in Christ,” would do well 
if, like Paul, he makes men trem- 
ble over their sins, their guilt, 
and the impending wrath of God. 
I believe that sometimes the 
great preachers of the past may 
have insisted too much on a long 
period of mourning over sin on 
I do not be- 
any sinner needs 
second to be saved, pro- 
his wicked heart is ready 
to turn from his sins and 
his trust in Christ. But 
mighty preachers of old were right 
they proclaimed a_ gospel 
salvation for 
repenting sinners, 


that 
a 


lieve 


vided 


and when 


| preached a God who is angry at! 
and who will | 
he | 


‘sin, who hates sin, 
not receive the ‘sinner until 
is Willing to turn his heart 
from sin in repentance. 


away 


to win souls | 


} 
| 


! 


put | 
those | 


self-confessed and | 
they | 


. ‘ 
In this preaching on the ques-! 


tion of sin and righteousness, Paul 
cooperated with the Holy Spirit. 
For Jesus promised about 
Blessed Comforter, § the 

Spirit, “And when he is come, 
he will reprove the world of 
and of righteousness and of 
judgment” (John 16:8). Surely the 
Holy Spirit preached to Felix on 
Sin and righteousness and judg- 
ment, while Paul reasoned with 
him concerning 

temperance, and 

come. If we want 
Holy Spirit to convict 
while we preach, we must take 
up the same subjects with which 


judgment 


the blessed 


the Holy Spirit deals in the con-| 


sciences of men. 


2. Paul Reasoned with Felix of 
Temperance, or Continence, 
or Self-Control 


Paul talked to Felix 
man’s accountability for himself 
and his sins. If Felix had ans- 
wered, “But my temper got out 
of hand. I had a man murdered 
but it was because of the passion 
of the moment,” then Paul would 
have reminded him that every 
sinner is the slave of sin, that 
every unconverted sinner is a 
child of the Devil and must give 
an account to God for his sins 
just the same. Perhaps Paul al- 
so would have told Felix how the 
gospel offers freedom dnd deliver- 
ance for the sinner. 

I saw a man in Dallas, Texas, 
sitting on the divan in his liv- 


about a 


righteousness, | 
to | 


the) 
Holy | 


sin, | 


| 


sinners | 
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Elwin R. Anderson, Rev. 
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Rev. M. E. Perry 
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| AUGUST 10-15 ) 
at First Baptist Church 
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NESSEE--JULY 13-20 
at Cumberwood Con- 
‘ncee Grounds 

Speakers: Dr. Lee Rob- 
erson, Dr. D. A. McCall, 
Dr. J. Harold Smith, Dr. } 
John R. Rice, Evangelist 
Bill Rice, Cowboy Evange- 
list Hal Smith 


Dr. John R. 
t Bill Rice, 
McCall 
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SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 


ing room with his head in his, | pressed upon Felix the question 
hands weeping. Beside him were lof continence, self-control, tem- 
two little boys. Near-by was his | perance. It is no accident that 


indignant and scolding wife. The | temperance was a subject of Billy 
man said to me, “Oh, if I could | Sunday’s campaigns. The same 
only get control of myself! I have | subject was used by Paul and the 
got to snap out of it.” His job, | foly Spirit to convict men of 
'his home, his health, were at| their need of a Saviour. One way 
stake, and he knew it. But hey to make a man know that he 
was enslaved by a terrible habit. ! needs Christ is to show him where 


Paul would have preached to him, |he has failed. The law is intended 
as I did, the slavery of sin and| to stop every mouth from boasting 
the deliverance that is in Christ | and make every person consciously 
Jesus for a repentant sinner! guilty before God. Thus Paul rea- 
What were all the wild sins|soned with Felix concerning tem- 
of this man Felix, the governor? | perance. 
I do not know. But I know that (Continued on page 9) 
Paul pressed upon him the fact 
of sin’s slavery, of his own lack 
of self-control. That body, meant 
to be the temple of the Holy Ghost | 
and made in the image of God, | 
| 
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the world. So, He is Wonderful 
Wonderful in 3 eae The Blessed Hope 
, Wonderful in His Second | 
(Continued from page 1) a ee Ae Coming | (Continued from page 4) 
came into the world even aS 4|/ over the heads of those who were Then, He was not only Wonder-| Oh, give us a hundred thousand! pridal tour. She has never seen 


little Babe. So He was wonderful 
in His birth. Wonderful because 
the Shepherds proclaimed it . 
Wonderful because the host of 
Heaven sang praises . . . Wonder- 
ful because He was born in Beth- 
lehem in the stable and cradled 
in a manger. 


Wonderful in His Life 

Wonderful in His birth; then, 
He is wonderful in His life. Won- 
derful as a boy of twelve years 
of age reasoning with the scribes 
in the Temple and displaying wis- 
dom that no child of that age had 
ever displayed before. They were 
astounded when they realized that 
He had knowledge that came only 
because He was the Son of God. 
Then, we find in another place 
they said, ““No man spake as this 


man.” He was wonderful in that 
He spoke with authority. In an- 
other place we find the people 


saying, “He spoke not as the Phar- 
isees but He spoke with all author- 
ity.” They came to take Him as a 


prisoner and came back with the 
word that “no man ever spake like 
this man.” 

He was wonderful in that He 


ate with sinners. His enemies ac- 
cused Him and agreed to the fact 
that He was willing to eat with 
sinners. Never has a man of such 
high estate and such noble birth 


and such holy surroundings been 
so humble as to eat with those 
who were the down-and-outers. He 
never had to apologize for His 
conduct. He was absolutely per- 


fect and sinless in His life. Judas 
Iscariot, the one who betrayed 
Him, finally confessed, “I have 
betrayed innocent blood.” Pilate, 
the one who tried to evade the 
issue of turning Christ free, 
turned to the mad, milling mob 
and said, “I find no fault in him.” 

In His life He had power: yet 
He came to rest on a mother’s 
bosom as a helpless babe. He had 
created the world: yet He had no 
place to lay His head. He had 
helped everyone whom He 
touched; yet He died alone. Won- 
derful in His life, in the sense that 
everything that He contacted was 
lifted. 

Matthew was taken from the 
seat of customs and made to be 
a giant in Israel. Peter was taken 
as a lowly fisherman and made 


to be the stalwart among the 
apostles. Paul was taken as an 
over-zealous, religious bigot and 


made to be the outstanding apos- 
tle of all ages. The woman taken 
in adultery was told to go and sin 
no more. The woman at the well 
of Sychar was sent back home 
with the glorious message that 
God had revealed Himself in the 
form of a man. Nicodemus frankly 
confessed to Jesus Christ person- 
ally, “Thou art a teacher come 
from God.” 

He was Wonderful in that He 
raised the dead, healed the sick, 
made blind eyes to see, caused the 
lame to walk, preached the gos- 
pel to the poor, fed five thousand 
souls. He was Wonderful in His 
life. No man lived like Jesus. 


Wonderful in His Death 

But, in spite of His godly life, in 
spite of His sinless life, in spite 
of His help to hurt and helpless 
humanity, still they brought Him 
to Golgotha’s brow and there He 


was crucified. But even in His 
death He was Wonderful. Won- 
derful in His death because He 


placed Himself at their mercy. He 
placed Himself at the mercy of the 
motley crowd and even though He 
Himself said that He could have 
called twelve legion of angels to 
His rescue, yet He humbled Him- 
self and yielded to their mercy 
and their wicked hands. He was 
Wonderful that even in His death 
He provided for His mother. You 
remember that in the account Je- 
-sus turned to the Apostle John, 
turned to His mother and gave the 
word that Mary should go home 
and spend the rest of her days 
with the Apostle John. He was 
wonderful in His death in that He 
provided for His dear, precious 
mother. He was Wonderful in His 
death in that He prayed for His 
murderers. He turned with hands 
nailed to the cross, stretching wide 


railing at Him and accusing Him 
falsely and throwing every sort 
of epithet in His teeth, He prayed, 


“Vather, forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” 
He was Wonderful in that He 


poured out His blood as a sacri- 
fice for lost humanity. When we 
could not save ourselves, when we 
could not lift ourselves, when we 
could not get back into the right 
relationship with God, when we 
could not make the atonement for 
our sins, Jesus, by means of His 
love, His grace, His mercy for us, 
poured out His life’s blood on the 
altar of God and made the eternal, 
everlasting, permanent sacrifice 
for the sins of all. So today we 
can rest assured in our own per- 
sonal hearts—‘Christ hath _ re- 
deemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us.” 
He shed His blood for us—‘“The 
blood of Christ, God’s son cleans- 
eth’ us from all sin.” 

Then He was Wonderful in His 
death in that He pardoned the 
thief and also pardons us. Very 
touching is the story of how He 
turned to the one who pled for 
mercy and said, “To-day, remem- 
ber me when thou comest into the 
kingdom,” and Jesus turned and 
said, “Today, thou shalt be with 
me in paradise.’ So, He is Won- 
derful in that He pardoned the 
thief, and in the pardoning of the 
thief we see the Wonderful exam- 
ple for our salvation. We are par- 
doned by a plea for mercy to Him 
in 


Wonderful, Wonderful 


death. 


Wonderful in His Resurrection | 


' . . 
He not only was Wonderful in 


His birth, Wonderful in His life, 
Wonderful in His death but He 
was wonderful in that He came 
out of the grave. No one before 
or since has ever come out of 
the grave in the fashion in which 
Jesus came out. During His 
life He raised several from the 
dead. During His life He restored 
life to those who had passed 
from these earthly scenes. Dur- 
ing His life He was the means 
of putting life back into the soul. 
But no one of his own power, and 
by his own will has come forth 
from the grave; yet Jesus came 
forth. Death could not keep his 
prey, Jesus my Saviour. He tore 
the bars away, Jesus, my Lord. 
His coming forth from the grave 
was more than just breaking down 
the prison bars of the _ tomb. 
His coming forth from the grave 
was victory over sin, death, and 
Hell. So in His resurrection He 
conquered death, Hell, and sin. He 
came forth The Mighty Conqueror. 
He was wonderful in His resur- 
rection. 

Then, not only did He come out 
of the grave, not only did He con- 
quer death and Hell, but He en- 
couraged the disciples, for it was 
the resurrection that encouraged 
the disciples to stand up and say, 
“This Jesus whom ye have with 
wicked hands crucified, God hath 
raised from the dead.” He now 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
Peter on that memorable day 
called the hundreds to repentance 
and the Holy Spirit came in power 
to their courageous plea for re- 
pentance towards God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 


It was the assurance of the 
resurrection from the dead that 
gave the disciples the driving 
forcefulness to go out and face all 
the wiles of the Roman Empire of 
that day, all the ridicule and the 
rabble of the unbelieving Pharisa- 
ical Jews. It was the resurrec- 
tion that even gave them the cour- 
age to go to the guillotine and to 
the cross with head hanging down 
to die for the cause that they rep- 
resented. 

Then, He was Wonderful in His 
resurrection because by that He 
had accomplished the glorious 
mission that He had come to ful- 
fill. He informs us of the fact that 
He came to seek and to save that 
which was lost, and when He came 
forth from the grave in His mar- 
velous, glorious, victorious resur- 
rection He had accomplished the 
mission for which He came into 


| precious Saviour who is the 
| together Lovely, 
that is the God of mercy. He was | 
His | 


ful in His resurrection, but He will 
be Wonderful in His glorious com- 
ing again. When He comes again 
Satan will be conquered. When He 
comes again He will create per- 
fect peace. When He comes again 
He will complete God’s purpose 
for the ages. He is Wonderful in 
His coming again. The first time 
He came, He came in humility. The 
first time He came, He came in sub- 
mission. The first time He came, 
He came in a yielded, humbled, 
quiet, meek fashion as the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin 
of the world, as a lamb before his 
shearers is dumb, so He opened 
not His mouth. But, when He 
comes again even the Devil him- 
self, even the demons of the pit 
will be cast down. Satan himself 
will be chained and cast into the 
bottomless pit. Perfect peace will 
be upon the earth because the 
Prince of Peace is now recognized 
and has now come into His own. 


Then He will complete God's pur- 


pose. We will be brought into that 
perfect place of wonderful fellow- 
ship with Him who is all in all 
and Christ will be King of kings 
and Lord of lords .... His name 
shall be called Wonderful. 


Oh, today, will you have this 
wonderful Jesus as your Saviour 
and Lord? Right now humbly 


yield your heart and life to Him. 
Cry out for the mercy that He is 
more than willing to extend, and 
thank God for saving faith in the 
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missionaries to go to the utter- 
most parts of the earth to preach 
the gospel, and get ready the 
bride of Christ, and thus to hast- 
en His glorious return! 

But this is not all. When Christ 
and His bride are united in the air, 
then they will come back to the 
earth :— 

“And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old ser- 
pent, which is the Devil, and Sa- 
tan, and bound him a thousand 
years, And cast him into the bot- 
tomless pit, and shut him up, and 
set a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, till 
the thousand years should be ful- 
filled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season.. And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given upon 
them: and I saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the wit- 
ness of Jesus, and for the Word 
of God, and which had not wor- 
Shipped the beast, neither his im- 
age, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. But 
the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in-the first re- 
surrection: on such the second 
death hath no power, but they 
Shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him 
a thousand years.’’—Rev. 20:1-6. 

The thought, to my mind, is 
this: Christ must bring His bride 
back here on, as it were, their 


this world in its real beauty. Sin 
has blighted and blurred it. Jesus 
is going to let His bride see what 
a world this is, and so He sends 
an angel down to prepare for the 
coming. His orders are,-The Devil 
must be chained, put in tke pit, 
and shut up. He will not allow him 
to roam the new earth now. Then 
will come the bridal party to the 
“new earth.” 

What a great time! The Devil 
in Hell, where he belongs! No 
more deceptions; no more heart- 
aches and crying! The Devil is 
silenced! 

This is what we call THE MIL- 
LENNIUM. It is the answer to the 
prayer of Christ, which was given 
as our pattern: “Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth 

(Continued on page 11) 
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3. Paul Reasoned with Felix 
Concerning Judgment 
to Come 

This theme of God’s punishment 
of sin runs throughout the Bible. 
In the Garden of Eden God had 
paid to Adam and Eve concern- 
ing the forbidden fruit, “In the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou 
Shalt surely die’! (Gen. 2:17). 
Moses said to the two and one- 
half tribes who would settle on 
the east side of Jordan that they 
must do their part in the libera- 
tion of the land, and he solemnly 
warned, “But if ye will not do 
60, behold, ye have sinned against 
the Lord: and be sure your sin 
will find you out” (Num. 32:23). 

Ezekiel warned again and again 
that the wicked should die in his 
Bins and “the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die’ (Ezek. 18:4). In the 
New Testament we are told that 
“the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
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‘sin, when is 
forth in 


6:23), and that ‘ : | 
finished, bringeth | 
(Jas. 1:15). | 

The Lord Jesus had preached 
on Hell and judgment more than 
anybody else in the Bible. He 
warned that He, the Son of Man, 
would say to the sinners on His 
left hand when He should return 
and sit on His throne in Jerusa- 
lem, “‘Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels” (Matt. 
29:41). Jesus warned that He 
would say to many who would 
plead to enter into the Kingdom, 
“I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work inquity” (Matt. 
7:22, 23). 

Listen again to Jesus as He 
stood with flashing eyes and burn- 
ing words to upbraid the cities 
where His miracles had been 
done: 


“Then began he to upbraid the 
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cities wherein most of his mighty 
works were done, because they | 
repented not: Woe unto thee, 
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Beth- 
saida! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I say 
unto you, It shall be more toler- 
able for Tyre and Sidon at the 
day of judgment, than for you. 
And thou, Capernaum, which art 


exalted unto heaven, shalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the 
mighty works, which have been 


in thee, had been done im 
Sodom, it would have remained 
until this day. But I say-unto you, 
That it. shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in the day 
of Judgment than for thee.”— 
Matt. 11:20-24. 


Jesus preached of judgment to 
come and Paul did well to fol- 
low His example. 

It was Jesus who gave the trag- 
ic history of the rich man who 
died, was buried, and was tor- 
mented in flame, begging for a 
drop of water to cool his tongue 
or for someone to preach to his 
lost brothers! (Luke 16:19-31). If| 
Paul would preach like Jesus, he | 
must preach on judgment to come. 
And he did. 

This was the theme 
preached in Paul’s sermons. 

At Athens, on Mars Hill, he had 
said: “And the times of this 
ignorance God winked at; but 
now commandeth all men every 
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where to repent: Because he hath 
appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead’ 
(Act 17:30, 31). To the Romans he 
has written, “For it is written, 
As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every | 
tongue shall cenfess to God. So! 
then every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God’ (Rom. 
14:11,12). To those at Corinth 
he had written, “For we must 
all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things done in his 


body, according to that he hath his garment and mantle, 


done, whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the terror of 
the Lord, we persuade men...” 
(II Cor. 5:10,11). In writing to 
the Philippians, Paul said in exalt- 
ed language, “Wherefore God al- 
so hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of 


, down in astonishment. 


things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; 
And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father” 
(Phil. 2:9-11). When Paul 
preached of “judgment to come,” 
he preached on a theme which 
recurred again and again in his 
preaching and writing. 

“Negative preaching,” some 
would cry. Well, it Was very posi- 
tive negative preaching then! And 
Felix trembled as he heard it. It 
was preaching like Jonah at 
Nineveh who cried, “Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown”! It was preaching like 
Jesus who said to those at Jer- 
usalem, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves, and for your children. 
For, behold, the days are coming, 
in the which they shall say, Bless- 
ed are the barren, and the womb 
that never bare, and the paps 
which never gave suck. Then shall 
they begin to say to the moun- 
tains, Fall on us; and to the hills, 
Cover us. For if they do these 
things in a green tree, what shall 
be done in the dry?” (Luke 23:28- 
31). Yes, Paul was in good com- 
pany when he preached faithfully 
of the judgment to come! And 
Felix trembled. 


But let us remember that Paul 
was speaking “of the faith in 
Christ.” So when he spoke to Felix 
concerning righteousness, he made 
it clear that Christ Himself is 
the righteousness of God. When he 
reasoned of temperance or self- 
control, he made it clear that 
only Christ could set a man free 
from the chains of sin, like Jesus 
saved the maniac of Gadara and 
they found the maniac changed, 
clothed and in his right mind, sit- 
ting at the feet of Jesus. Paul 
Surely made it clear that Jesus 
Christ is the only escape from 
judgment to come. He surely told 
Felix of the promise of Jesus, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and 
believeth him that sent me, hath 
eternal life, and cometh not into 
judgment, but hath passed out of 
death into life’ (John 5:24 R.V.). 
He was speaking of ‘the faith in 
Christ’; so he told Felix, no doubt, 
that a penitent, repentant soul 
could simply depend upon Christ, 
rely upon Him, and so receive 
everlasting life. 


II. The Trembling of 
Governor Felix 

When Felix, with his wife Dru- 
silla, sent for Paul “and heard 
him concerning the faith in 
Christ,” we are told that as Paul 
“reasoned of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come, 
Felix trembled.” Felix was a 
proud, arrogant man, a governor, 
a ruler. He had the lives of men 
in his hands. He could slay or 
keep alive. Yet now he trembled! 
Did he tremble before an invad- 
ing army? Did he tremble be- 
cause summoned before the em- 
peror, Caesar, for a trial? No, 
he trembled before a_e simple 
preacher, a Spirit-filled man of 
God who stood before him in 
chains! Felix trembled! We may 
well remember the exalted words 
which the Holy Spirit penned by 
this same Paul, ‘For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds” 
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(II Cor. 10:4). We do well to 


realize what mighty power is in 
the gospel of Christ, when 
preached in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. It made Felix tremble! 


1. Men Often Trembled Before 
God and the Gospel in 
Bible Times 


The Bible records many cases 
when men were awed and troubled 
and convicted and frightened so 
that they trembled before God. 

Trembling, tears, deepest con- 
viction, and contrition were mani- 
fested in the great revival under 
Ezra, with the remnant who had 
gone back to Jerusalem. Ezra, 
finding sin among the people, tore 
pulled 
and sat 
“Then were 
assembled unto me every one that 
trembled at the words of the God 
of Israel, because of the trans- 
gression of those that had been 
carried away; and I sat astonied 
until the evening sacrifice” (Ezra 
9:4). Then we read, “Now when 
Ezra had prayed, and when he 
had confessed, weeping and cast- 
ing himself down before the house 
of God, there assembled unto 
him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept 
very sore” (Ezra 10:1). The peo- 
ple came together to put away 
heathen wives and to seek to get 
right with God, “And all the peo- 
ple sat in the street of the house 
of God, trembling because of this 
matter, and for the great rain” 
(Ezra 10:9). Oh, may God give 
revivals in which men weep and 


out his hair and beard 


tremble and are convicted and 
repent, as in that revival! 
When Ezra read the law and 


explained it to the people for a 
full half day at a time, standing 
upon a pulpit of wood in the street 
of Jerusalem, the people were 
so troubled with a sense of their 
sins that Nehemiah had to say 
to the people, “This day is holy 
unto the Lord your God; mourn 
not, nor weep. For all the people 
wept, when they heard the words 
of the law” (Neh. 8:9)> 


At Mount Sinai when God’s 
voice spoke the words of the Ten 
Commandments, when there was 
lightning and the earth trembled, 
and God commanded that even if 
a beast touched the mountain it 
Should be stoned or thrust 
through with a dart, then we are 
told, “And so terrible was the 
sight that Moses said, I exceed- 
ingly fear and quake.” And ought 
not men today to tremble at God’s 
law, God’s standard of righteous- 
ness, and in the sense of theii 
own unworthiness and sin? So 
Felix trembled. 

In the days of Daniel, King 
Belshazzar made a feast for a 
thousand of his lords and drank 
wine with them, his princes, his 
wives and his concubines. He 
blasphemously brought the golden 
vessels that had been taken from 
the house of God at Jerusalem; 
and as they drank wine from these 
holy vessels, they praised the gods 
of gold and of silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood and of stone, Then 
there came the fingers of a man’s 
hand and wrote on the plaster of 
the wall of the king’s palace, and 
the king saw it. “Then the king’s 
countenance was changed, and 
his thoughts troubled him, so that 
the joints of his loins were loosed, 
and his knees smote one against 
another.” What trembling when 
the angel of God wrote on the 
plaster before his eyes the solemn 
warning that he was weighed in 
the balances and found wanting! 
His kingdom was divided and he 
was to die. And the same Holy 
Spirit who made Belshazzar trem- 
ble at the warning, made Felix 
tremble before Paul’s solemn dis- 
course. ate 


When the Lord Jesus rose from 
the dead and the angel came and 
rolled back the stone from the 
door of the sepulchre and sat up- 
on it—an angel with a counten- 
ance like lightning and with 
raiment white as snow, “For fear 
of him the keepers did shake and 
became as dead men.” Men who 
hated God and would try to keep 
the crucified Saviour in the tomb, 
trembled and fainted as dead men 
before the risen Saviour and His 
angels. Why should not men trem- 
ble before a Spirit-filled man of 
God who preaches the gospel of 
God with God’s warnings? 


When Stephen preached in such 
(Continued on page 10) 
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power that men were cut to the 
heart and gnashed on him with 
their teeth, was it not a similar 
moving to that which made Felix 
tremble? 


When Paul and Silas sang 
praises to God at midnight and 
prayed, and a mighty earthquake 
shook down jail doors and broke 
bars and chains, then “the keep- 
er of the prison awaking out of 
his sleep, and seeing the prison 
doors open, he drew out his sword, 
and would have killed himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled.” If that much excite- 
ment happens in a revival cam- 
paign, all the preachers and peo- 
ple accustomed to “morning wor- 
ship services” in “the sanctuary,” 
with robed choirs and soft lights 
and dead ritual, would cry out at 
the undue emotional stir! But not 
Paul and Silas! They interfered 
lest the jailor should kill him- 
self. ‘““‘Then he called for a light, 
and sprang in, and fell trembling, 
and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, And brought them out, and 
said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” (See Acts 16:27-30). Oh, 
God give us more trembling like 
that of the jailor who was so 
deeply agitated that fear led to 
repentance, and he asked and 
learned how to be saved! 


And it is prophesied that in the 
future men will tremble in ‘un- 
controllable fear, men who have 
rejected Christ. So it was when 
Jerusalem fell some years after 
the death of Christ, for Jesus had 
said to the daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, “Then shall they begin to 
say to the mountains, Fall on us; 
and to the hills, cover us” (Luke 
23:30). John the beloved foresaw 
the time when all over the earth 
the kings and great men, the rich 
and poor, the mighty men, the 
bondmen and freemen, would 
tremble over their sins and in fear 
of judgment. In Revelation 6:15- 
17 he tells-fis of the future which 


~Gsdunrolled before him: 


“And the kings of the earth, 
and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bond- 
man and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; And said 
to the mountains and rocks, Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
For the great day of his wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to 
stand?” 


The trembling of Felix was the 
trembling that doomed men every- 
where will have one day. Sinners 
had better have their trembling 
now and repent and turn from 
sin and find peace and joy, or 
they will one day tremble more 
than Felix, when the great day 
of God’s wrath comes! 


2. Such Agitation, Such Trembling, 
Such Conviction Has Often 
Occurred in Great 


Revivals 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
reminding them that “....my 


speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wis- 
dom, but in demonstration of the 
spirit and of power: that your 
faith should not stand in the wis- 
dom of men, but in the power of 
God.” 


Paul expected ‘demonstration 
of the spirit and of power’ when 
he preached! He did not depend 
upon personal charm, nor spark- 
ling personality, nor the weight 
of scholarship, nor enticing lan- 
guage. He depended upon the Holy 
Spirit to demonstrate Himself in 
power as Paul preached the simple 
gospel, with its solemn warning 
against sin and its offer of mercy. 

Down through the centuries 
when men have preached in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and have 
been faithful to warn men of sin, 
there has been a demonstration 
of the Spirit and power. 

When Jonathan Edwards 
preached his famous sermon, “Sin- 
ners in the Hands of an Angry 
God,” it is said that men held 
onto their seats and trembled. Ed- 
wards was preaching on the text, 
“Their foot shall slide in due 
time” (Deut. 32:35). Men clung to 
columns and pews to keep from 
sliding into Hell! It is said that 


an elder cried out, “But Mr. Ed- 
wards! Has God no mercy?” In 
the midst of such trembling and 
conviction, some hundreds of sin- 
ners turned to Christ in that one 
service. 


When David Brainerd worked 
among the heathen Indians in 
what is now Delaware and New 
Jersey, he sought God with fast- 
ings and prayer; and eventually 
such conviction fell upon Indians 
that they mourned for hours, and 
sometimes for days, without eat- 
ing, often prostrate on their faces, 
trembling, weeping before God. 


When Charles G. Finney led in 
the mighty revivals in New York 
state, he hewed people down with 
the sword of God’s Word and ham- 
mered them with God’s warning 
against sin, His threatened judg- 
ment and punishment. And men 
and women alike fell out of their 
seats onto the floor in agony of 
conviction, trembling and weeping. 
The revival fires spread until hun- 
dreds of thousands turned to 
Christ. Sometimes a town would 
be so permeated with the power 
of God that a stranger, riding 
into the little city, would sud- 
denly feel himself deeply convicted 
of his sins. Finney went to vis- 
it a mill and when some of the 
workers saw him, they soon be- 
came convicted and fell to trem- 
bling and weeping; and some 
even fell to the floor. And the mill 
owner, unconverted, stopped the 
machines and called on Mr. Fin- 
ney to preach. Oh, for more dem- 
onstration of the Spirit and power 
in conviction upon Christ-rejecting 
sinners. 

When I preached in a revival 
campaign in Binghamton theater, 
Binghamton, New York, in 1936, 
I saw a man so deeply convicted 
at the invitation time that he 
turned pale and wiped away pro- 
fuse sweat from his face, then 
fell in a faint! Carried outside 
and revived, he rushed back into 
the theater to take Christ as Sav- 
iour and said that he had a warn- 
ing from God that this was his 
last chance to be saved! 

In Dallas, Texas, in an open- 
air revival at the east end of Main 
Street, about 1934, a man who 
had gone home from tthe services 
came running back six blocks to 
beg me with tears and trembling 
to show him how to be saved. He 
declared that he dare not enter his 
door without salvation. 

In Oklahoma City, in a tent 
revival campaign one night I had 
had great searching of heart. I 
determinded that I would not go 
on pleading with men to be saved 
unless God showed His power and 
dealt with hearts in a decisive 
way. I preached my sermon, then 
said to the people, “I have pleaded 
with you night after night to turn 
from sin and to trust in Christ. We 
have sung invitation song after 
invitation song. You have been 
stony-hearted. You have been in- 
different. Now if you want to be 
saved, you can come and be saved 
but we will not stand to make it 
easy. We will not sing an invi- 
tation song. If God doesn’t work, 
then I will not work. I will wait 
for God to speak to your hearts.” 

A big oil well driller rose and 
with trembling and tears, his 
face contorted with emotion, said, 
“Preacher! I am in torment! I 
have got to have some help!” I 
told him to come to the front 
where we would deal with him 
with the Word of God and show 
him how to be saved. Others came 
the same way. 

I saw a woman in Hartley, 
Texas, stop me in the aisle after 
a plain sermon. With blazing eyes 
and shocking words she started 
to berate me, the preacher. I 
Silently called on God to speak to 
her. Suddenly her tongue stopped 
moving and she fell in a heap on 
the floor. When she was revived, 
she was a completely changed 
woman. One evidence God seemed 
to leave with her as a reminder— 
every time I came near, if she 
were talking to others, she be- 
gan to stutter and stammer and 
could not continue. It was a dem- 
onstration of the power of God 
to convict sinners. 

And so Felix heard Paul rea- 
soning of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come; and 
Felix trembled! Oh, God send such 
conviction to the hearts of sinners 


everywhere when Spirit-filled men 
speak to them of their sins and the 
Saviour! 


3. Why Felix Trembled 


I think we should do well to 
consider why Felix trembled. 
First, no doubt he trembled be- 
cause of an aroused conscience. 
Thank God for that little “spark 
of celestial fire called conscience.” 
Thank God for that spirit of man 
which “is the candle of the Lord, 
searching all the inward parts of 
the belly” (Prov. 20:27). What 
visions did Felix see of murdered 
men, of women left widows, of 
children left fatherless? What 
memories came to mind of lewd- 
ness and drunkenness and insane 
tempers? I do not know, but I 
know that Felix, like every other 
man, had within him something 
that was on God’s side, something 
that was on the preacher's side, 
something that reminded him of 
his sin when an honest preacher 
stood before him with the truth 
of God. Conscience made Felix 
tremble. 


Fear made Felix tremble. Paul 
spoke to him of “judgment to 
come.” And Félix was afraid of 
judgment. He ought to have been 
afraid of it. And every other man 
who lives ought to be afraid of 
judgment. 


Is fear a proper motive on 
which to appeal to sinners? It 
certainly is, for “the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Prov. 9:10). One of the greatest 
sins of which a man can be guilty 
is not to fear God and that is 
named as one of the terrible sins 
of a fallen race in Romans 3:18, 
“There is.no fear of God before 
their eyes.” Here is a proper mo- 
tive. God warned Noah of the 
coming flood, and we are told, “By 
faith Noah...moved with fear, 
prepared an ark tto the saving of 
his house” (Heb. 11:7). 

God gave a mighty revival at 
Pentecost, with three thousand 
saved in a day. “And fear came 
upon every soul: and many signs 
and wonders were done by the 
apostles” (Acts 2:43). Fear is a 
proper Christian motive. It is part- 
ly ithe result and partly the cause 


of the revival which comes from 


Heaven. 


When Ananias and Sapphira 
died before Peter, for their sin 
of lying to the Holy Ghost, then 
“great fear came on all them 
that heard these things’ (Acts 
9:5). Again, “and great fear came 
upon all the church, and upon as 
many as heard these things’ (Acts 
5:11). 


God wrought great miracles at 
the hands of Paul. In Ephesus, evil 
spirits were subject to him, but 
they attacked the evil seven sons 
of Sceva. “And tRis was known 
to all the Jews and Greeks also 
dwelling at Ephesus; and fear 
fell on them all, and the name of 
the Lord Jesus was magnified. 
And many that believed came and 
confessed, and showed their deeds” 
(Acts 19:17,18). You see, fear 
is a proper motive for spiritual 
action. For fear of God and His 
wrath and judgment, sinners may 
repent and be saved. For fear 
of God’s punishment, Christians 
may turn from their wicked ways 
and confess and forsake their 
sins. Felix trembled because of 
fear. 


Once Dr. Sam Morris and I, 
and our wives, sat on the Texas- 
Pacific Railroad track in western 
Texas to eat a watermelon. Sud- 
denly there was a-trembling of 
the. rail and I looked up to see a 
passenger train bearing down up- 
on us at seventy miles an hour, 
without a whistle of warning. I 
leaped up and pulled Sam’s arm, 
he saw the train and pulled his 
wife away, then the train roared 
by within inches. We were moved 
by fear. It was a proper motive 
and it saved our lives. Those who 
say that men should not trem- 
ble for fear of God and His judg- 
ment on sin, or that preachers 
should not preach God’s judgment 
and cause people to fear, are silly, 
unreasonable, and unscriptural. 
Paul so preached the truth that 
the convicted man trembled be- 
fore him in fear. 

But we must remember that the 
Holy Spirit of God caused Felix 
to tremble. It was the blessed Holy 
Spirit who awakened the dormant 
conscience of this sinner. It was 
ithe Holy Spirit of God who used 
the words of Paul to awake him 
to fear and trembling. The con- 


viction of the Spirit of God set- 
tled on this man’s heart and he 
trembled. That leads me to say 
that there are only two absolute 
essentials in a Christian’s soul- 
winning effort and in preaching 
the gospel. One is the blessed 
Word of God. The other is the 
Holy Spirit of God. How we have 
sinned against God in minimiz- 
ing the work of the Holy Spirit! 
I have made a holy vow to God 
that I will never go to the pul- 
pit without earnestly seeking and 
expecting the moving of the Spirit 
of God through my message on 
the hearts of those who hear. It 
is foolish to expect men to trem- 
ble as a result of human wisdom, 
or human personality, or even the 
letter of the Word of God, with- 
out the Spirit. The anointing of 
the Holy Spirit is absolutely in- 
dispensable on him who would 
deal with sinners, and get them 
to repent. God’s Holy Spirit, as 
Jesus promised He would, convict- 
ed Felix “of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment.’ And = con- 
victed Felix trembled. 


4. How Can We Make Sinners 
Tremble? 


How can we so preach that 
God’s Spirit will cofivict sinners 
of their sins and that men will 
tremble? 

First, Paul’s example shows us 
that we must preach God’s stand- 
ard of righteousness and man’s 
sin; and we must preach on tem- 
perance and judgment to come. 
We cannot expect the results Paul 
had unless we preach the kind 
of gospel Paul preached. Paul 
charged Timothy, “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (II Tim. 4:2). Paul told 
Timothy that “all scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness” (II Tim. 
3:16). The man of God should use 
the Scriptures for reproof and 
correction and rebuke. Men do 
not tremble before a God who is 


pictured as a doting grandpappy 
who never says a sharp word and 
does not mind about men’s sin. 
Men only tremble when they see 
God as a holy God who is com- 
pelled to hate sin and must punish 
the unrepentant sinner. 


Second, one must preach the 
Word of God, the message of 
God. There must be an authority 
to what one preaches. No mod- 
ernist ever sees sinners tremble 
before his book reviews or “Sso- 
cial gospel” platitudes, or his in- 
sistence that God is too good to 
send a sinner to Hell. Only one 
who speaks for God, with the 
authority of God’s Word, can ex- 
pect men to listen and fear and 
tremble and to repent. Preach 
the Word of God with a believ- 
ing heart. And the teacher and 
her class or the personal worker 
with a sinner must alike rely up- 
on the infallible Word of God to 
give authority and conviction to 
what he brings. 


But I believe that one must al- 
so feel deeply what he speaks, if 
sinners are to take to heart his 
warning. Paul reminded the elders 
of Ephesus that he went “pub- 
licly, and from house to house,” 
and “night and day with tears” 
(Acts 20:20,31) in his preaching 
at Ephesus. How Paul's eyes 
must have burned! How his ‘lips 
must have quivered as he warned 
Felix so solemnly! We remember 
that when he wrote under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, hé 
said, “For many walk, of whom 
I have told you often, and now 
tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ: Whose end is destruc- 
tion...” (Phil. 3:18,19). How can 
we expect sinners to be burdened 
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The Blessed Hope 
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as in heaven.” This could never 
occur until Satan is out of the 
way. Glorious reign of peace and 
victory! Sure enough, “a new 
heaven and a new earth”! 

But what of THE WICKED 
DEAD? We read:— 

“The rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years 
were finished . . . Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection. They shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand 
years.’’—Rev. 20:5,6. 

Oh, glorious truth! No wonder 
Paul said, “Comfort one another 
with these words.” 

Note, therefore, that — Christ 
is coming back to the earth. He 
may be expected before the world 
is converted. When He comes, the 
dead in Christ will rise first; and 
the living in Christ and the raised 
dead in Christ will reign with Him 
on earth. During this period of 
reign the Devil will be shut up. 
This is our claim, and upon it we 
‘are building our hope, through the 

~ blessed Christ. 

WHAT SHOULD FOLLOW? 


This is a perfectly natural question. 
Unless there is here some practi- 
cal significance, it is time wasted 
to convince the world of these 
truths, namely— 


(a) The possibility of an imme- 
diate coming of our Lord ought 
to make us look well to our own 
hearts. Suppose tonight He should 
come — am I ready? What a 
stimulus to heart-searching! 
Am I ready? 

(b) Are those I love ready? 
Think of the babe going to meet 
the Lord, taken from the mother’s 
lap perhaps, and the mother left! 
Such a sad thought! Friend, are 
your loved ones ready? 


(c) How about my sheaves? 
Have I been faithful in telling 
others at home and abroad? Oh, 
solemn reflection! 

God help us to be ready, “for 
in such an hour as ye think not, 
the Son of man cometh!” 


(From THE SOUL-WINNING 
CHURCH, by Rev. Len. G. 
Broughton, D.D. Published by 


Fleming H. Revell Company, Used 
by permission. ) 


(Continued from page 10) 


if we are not burdened? How can 
Wwe expect sinners to weep over 
themselves if we do not weep for 
them? How can we expect them 
to tremble over their danger if 
we do not tremble for them? May 
God move our hearts that we may 
move others! 


But most important of all, I 
would say, if we are to see men 
tremble over their sins, then we 
must go to them in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Let us wait, then, 
before God as Jacob waited and 
wrestled with the angel of God 
until God changed Esau’s atti- 

tude. Let us wait, then, before 

God as the New Testament dis- 
ciples waited in the upper room 
) before Pentecost, until the power 
of the Holy Spirit came upon 
them. If we are to speak for God, 
we must have His anointing, His 
power. 


O preacher! You can make men 
laugh, but do you make them 
tremble? You amuse men, or 
charm men, or instruct men, even 
convince men, but God forgive 
you if your preaching does not 
make men tremble! 

I think with mingled shame 
and fear and holy indignation of 
all the preachers who stand up 
to preach before whom no sinner 
ever trembles. What will God do 
with all the preachers who never 


start a riot or a revival; who 
never make anybody weep nor 
make anybody angry? How will 


God deal with these watchmen on 
the walls who can never wake the 
sleepers before the enemy seizes 
the city? Oh, the _ passionless, 
powerless, unmoved and unmoving 
preachers, who do not tremble, 
themselves, and who make no one 
else tremble! God deliver us from 
our own coldness of heart, our 
lukewarmness, our powerlessness 
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that leaves us fruitless! May God 
raise up preachers in America be- 
fore whom multitudes will tremble 
and repent. 


III. The Fateful Postponement 


Felix trembled—but he did not 
repent. “Felix trembled, and ans- 
wered, Go thy way for this time; 
when I have a convenient sea- 
son, I will call for thee.” Often 
when men tremble they repent 
and are converted; they turn to 
Christ for mercy, but not this 
man. Alas, one may be deeply 
convicted of the Holy Ghost and 
then may reject Christ, may even 
commit the unpardonable sin. Mil- 
lions are now in Hell who once 
trembled when they heard the 
gospel, but did not repent. — 


1. “A More Convenient Season,” 
Satan’s Fatal Deception 


Trembling Felix pretended that 
the present time was not con- 
venient for him ‘to be saved. He 
promised, “When I have a con- 
venient season, I will call for 
thee.” But as far as we know, 
that more convenient season never 
came. He called Paul from time to 
time and talked with him, but 
never in order to give himself to 
Christ. That more convenient sea- 
son never came. 


Let us hear the solemn warn- 
ing: “How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation?” (Heb. 
2:3). Let. us remember that the 
Holy Spirit never says, “Wait 
until tomorrow. Some other day 
will do.” No, “...the Holy Ghost 
saith, To day if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts” 
(Heb. 3:7,8). Let every man who 
reads this remember that God has 
said, ‘““Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). Post- 
ponement often means Hell. 


There is a tide in the affairs of 
men 
Which taken at its flood leads 
on to fortune 
Neglected, all the balance of their 
lives 
Is passed 
miseries. 


in. shallows and in 


I would urge upon the heart 
of every one who postpones Sal- 
vation this truth; however much 
he may tremble, however much 
he may promise himself and others 
to seek Christ and be saved in the 
future, as long as he postpones 
salvation, he is still a condemned 
sinner and is likely to wake up in 
Hell, as we believe Felix did. The 
road to Hell is paved with good 
intentions. One who is almost 
persuaded is still altogether lost. 
I imagine that more souls are in 
Hell through postponement of 
salvation than through drink and 
drugs and murder and adultery 
altogether. I have sometimes 
called neglect “the shortest road 
to Hell.’ Oh, trembling Felix, 
why did you not tturn to Christ 
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Thousands awakened to their need of 
Christ through this inspiring heart-touch- 
ing never failing object lessons. ‘THREE 
COMPLETE prepared lessons, chart, direc- 
tions and story with each order. SURPRISE 
—13 samples. Gifts and Blood test lesson 
with each order. Price 40 cents. Stamps O.K. 


EVARETT MILLS—CHILDREN’S FRIEND 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 
OO red 


SOOO OLE EL” LE” LI aa” 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 
Baby Billboards 


NO OO EE ME TT” TIP ™ 


Reaching 


, 5 Million Lithuanians 

outside the Iron Curtain in Ewurope, 
South America, ean ee Wie cs cs 
Native Worker, Gospel literature, 
world-wide radio! Write for Bible Wit- 
ness—f ree. 

Note: Those giving $10 or more re- 
ceive free an album of 3 Lithuanian 
sacred records...an ideal gift for 
Lithuanians near you or your own col- 
lection. 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 
Box 4881, Chicago 90, Illinois 
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Mrs. M. E. Turner 


“IT enjoy reading your paper, 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp. It’s the 
most wonderful paper I have ever 
read; it has proved such a blessing 
to me and has been a great help 
in my work as a Sunday School 
Teacher. Many times when I read 
the wonderful messages of the dif- 
ferent writers I receive such a 
blessing, I just have to stop and 
raise my hand toward heaven and 
say glory, cry and praise the Lord 
a little before I can finish reading. 
Praise the Lord for His wonderful 
love.” 

Mrs. M. E. Turner 
High Point, N. C. 
* x * 

As a busy pastor of two small 
country churches I find THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD a very valuable paper. 
I have come to rely so much on 
the good sermons and material 
in THE Sworn. 

I have been greatly challenged 


cation. 
continue in the great ministry of 
putting out a paper that is so rich 
with evangelistic material. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, | Eres . 


G.-L. H. 
Langdon, N. Dak. 


* 


Dear Dr. Rice: 
Enclosed you will find my re- 
quest for your great publication 


THE SWORD OF THE Lorp. It is 
packed with information and in- 
spiration. Please accept my deep 
gratitude. Your books are indeed 
a help to me. 

Sincerely yours, 


Rev. D. J. M. 
Etowah, Tenn. 
* cS oF 


Dear Editorial Staff: 

With appreciation for your sac- 
rificial work and the clear cut 
messages through the Sworp or 


My GAG UN 


FIND BIG VALUES 


INN) NON EES 


IN LITTLE SPACE 


CHURCH FURNITURE 
PEWS, PULPITS, ALTARS 
Prompt delivery 
Gunder Church Furniture 


512 Central Ave. 
Fort Dodge, lowa 


NO NO OE EE. LE aE” LE” IP 
Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


REVERE MOVIE PROJECTORS & CAMERAS, 
TAPE RECORDERS also, BAPTISTA MIRACLE 
PROJECTORS & FILMS, HEARING AIDS. 

35mm Camera & Projectors, Binoculars, 
Telescope, Sunglasses. (send us your brok- 
en eyeglasses. Lenses duplicated, frames 


repaired. We are optometrists, ans 
and hearing aid dealers.) Pastors, - 
aries, Students, & Christians write for 


rs & extra special prices. - 
owned company. 


DR. DAVEY OPTICAL CO. 


Box 608 Bemidji, Minn. 


FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE! 
Beautiful Box Correspondence Notes 
If You Subscribe Today to 
“‘Treasures of Grace and Glory” 

A Rich Feast of Devotional Reading 
16-Page Monthly Magazine $1.00 Per Year 
Guaranteed to Please? 


T. G. NEW, King, No. Car. 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


TENTS~ 
NEW and USED  ~ 
Most popular sizes in stock for immediate 
delivery 
Any special size made to customers order. 
‘rite now for quotations 
ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. 
Evansville, Indiana 


by the good sermons in your publi-' 
May God bless you as you | 


[] Songs of Fanny Crosby 
(with George Beverly 
Shea). } min; lor, also 

black and whit 
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[} purchase 
[}] rental 


write name 


—— , 
|} offering = “4 eddress in 
(] send catalog margin 

Cc. 0. Baptista Films, 


Dept. SL Sunnyside Wheaton, Illinois 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


THE Lorp. It fills a great need in’ 


the search for satisfying truth of 
today. May God bless you all. 
Respectfully yours, 
Rev. A. H. 
Worcester 
a * 7: 
Hello Dear Sword Staff: 
Your paper is such rich food 
for my soul. I never want to be 
without it. I want our seven mar- 
ried children to have one of your 
books The Home. I haven’t had 
the privilege of reading it myself. 
I know it is fine because so many 
praise it. 


4. Mass. 


Sincerly, 
mre. J... 2. 
Rintz, Ga. 

* + cs 

Dear Brother in Christ: 

I have read and re-read THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and oh the 
blessings that I have received from 
the way the scriptures have been 
explained in this dear little paper. 
Our Saviour only knows how He 
has blest me and my family time 


without number. I read them and 
pass them on to others and oh! 
how I pray that God through our 
Lord and Saviour may keep you 
sending these messages over this 
continent. 

Your brother in Christ, 

T. E. B. 

Reston, Mont. 


* * * 


Dear Bro. Rice: 

I think THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
is a wonderful gospel paper. It’s 
food for the hungry heart, I know 
that. 

May God's richest blessings be 
with you and all your helpers. 

Your sister in Christ, 
Mrs. W. G. W. 
Wildwood, Ga. 


* * * 


I do want you to know that 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD has been 


a wonderful blessing to me, especi- 


ally when I was first converted 
five years ago. 
Mrs. F. C, 
Buffalo 20; 'N, Y. 
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Page Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, May 2, 1952 


When Felix Trembled 


(Continued from page 11) 
then? For a million years in Hell 
you will remember the earnest 
preacher who stood before you, 
nvho may have wept as he preached 
those words that burned into 
your soul! How many times 
through countless eternities you 
will remember that you had your 
chance, a chance such as few men 
ever have had, and you trembled; 
you were convicted of your sins; 
vou were convinced that Paul was 
right. You knew you ought to 
be saved—but you postponed it. 
You waited for a convenient sea- 
¢60n Which never came! 

And let any sinner who reads 
this message today remember that 
there is no hope of salvation but 
for today. No one has a right to 
say, “I'll be saved some day.” You 
do not know anything about some 
day. “Some day” may never come. 
You can be saved today, now. And 
I beg you to repent and trust Jesus 
Christ this moment and have it 
settled. Postponement is perilous 
and fatal. What folly and sin to 
postpone salvation even for an 
hour! 


© Christians, the More Convenient 
Day for Winning Others 
Never Comes 


What a thief is procrastination! 
What a tool of Satan is the ex- 
cuse, “a more convenient season.” 
Every Christian should beware. 
Whatever you ought to do now, 
do it, in Jesus’ name. Soon the 
opportunity may be gone forever. 

I was in revival services at 
Roosevelt, Oklahoma, years ago. 
One night after the close of the 
service a troubled young woman 
took my hand and said, “Will 
you come see my mother?” I 
agreed to go. The mother was sick, 
dying, the foctor thought, and she 
was not ready to go. She wanted 
a preacher to show her how to 
be saved. “We live in the first 
avhite house the other side of 
Davis school house, five miles 
West,” Seid the troubled daugh- 
ter. 1 mised to go and truly 
intended to go to see the dying 
woman. 

But the next day I was oc- 
eupied with services all day, and 
another day I let the opportunity 
slip. On the third morning as I 
was preaching under the big tent, 
a man motioned to the pastor, 
then drew him outside the tent. 
Afterward he said, “‘Do you know 
awvwhat was wanted? The woman 
we were going to see, but never 
found time for, died this morn- 
ing and they want me to preach 
ithe funeral service.” 

Oh, how I wish I had gone to 
see that poor dying woman! Post- 
ponement of duty is a terrible sin. 
To postpone soul-winning effort 
for a more convenient Season is 
often a terrible sin and sometimes 
is fatal folly. 


8. Consider the Sin Which Was 
Back of Felix’ Delay 
The Scripture context makes 


matter of his listening to the gos- 
pel. He had wicked and selfish 
motives. He attended church with 
the girl he loved in order to win 
her, but all his pretensions about | 
religion were insincere. 

How could Felix be saved when | 
his real intent in calling for Paul | 
was to get Paul to offer him) 
bribes and make money out of. 
the plight of this godly man im-| 
prisoned on false charges! We. 
ought always to remember that | 
there is sin back of any postpone- | 


; 
| 


ment, any delay in turning to 

my | 
Christ. Every man knows that he, 
ought to seek Christ. If he does 
not do it now, only sin has hin-| 
dered. There is never any good 
reason for postponing salvation, | 
for rejecting Christ, for resisting | 
the Holy Spirit. Always sin is the | 
reason that men do not instantly | 
turn to Christ. Part of Felix’ | 
sin was his love for money and 
his perversion of justice to get 
bribes. 


the next verse tells us, 
“But after two years’ Portius 
Festus came into Felix’ room: 
and Felix, willing to shew the} 
Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound” 
(Acts 24:27). Felix had come to 
know Paul well. He was con- 
vinced of Paul’s innocence. But 
to gain popularity for his rule and 
to please the Jews who had false- 
ly accused Paul, Felix left Paul 
bound in jail. God's good man 
was left ito languish in prison with 
chains upon him, because a wicked 
governor sought ito please other 
wicked men. 


Again, 


Do you see how wicked was the | 


heart that caused Felix to post- 


from his love for money; he even 
hoped to get bribes from the im- 
prisoned preacher! He was anxious 
also to please the wicked men who 
had falSely accused Paul. So with 
all these wicked motives in his 
heart, Felix rejected the Saviour 
and postponed salvation. 


These sins, and others like them, 
were the real reasons why Felix 
postponed salvation. Actually he 
rejected Ohrist because of sin in 
his heart. And that is the only 
reason men ever reject Christ. 
Jesus said in John 3:19-21: 


“And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But he that 
doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be-made mani- 
fest, that they are wrought in 
God.” 


Felix hated the light. He would 
not come to the light lest his 
deeds should be reproved. Sin, un- 
repented sin, was the real reason 


it quite clear that sin was back 


of Felix’ postponement of salva-| 
| 4, An Unbelieving Wife May Have 


tion. What sins were they which 
caused Felix to delay, and thus 
damn his soul forever? 

First, we may well suppose it 


Felix trembled, which held him. 
The ‘very sins, concerning which 
his conscience burned within him, 


ti] . 1 ice j ‘ . 2 - : 
still held him and enticed him 'ly convicted of his si 


Felix would not let them go. He 
trembled in fear, but he still did 
not turn from the sins that trou- 
bled him. How men ought to hate 
and fear sins 
€ man and damn his soul by keep- 
ing him from Christ! 

Notice also that the Scripture 
tells us, “He hoped also that 
money should have been given him 
of Paul, that he might loose him: 
wherefore he sent for him the 
oftener, and communed with him” 
(Acts 24:26). I knew a young man 
who went to church and attended 
revivals regularly. He was deep- 
ly convicted of his sins, but he 
would not turn to Christ. -'Why 
did he go to church? Why did 
he listen ‘to the preaching that 
cut him to the heart? Well, the 
girl he loved was a Christian girl. 
He could not win her without go- 
ing to church. So he went to 
church, he heard -the preaching, 
he was convicted of his sins— 
but he would not repent. There 
was sin in his heart even in the 


ee 


which so enslave | 


for Felix’ postponement. 


Influenced Felix to Delay 
What else led the trembling 


.. | Felix tto postpone his salvation? 
was the Same sins over which | yw E po ‘ 


hat other influence was it that 


| kept him from making the great 


decision and to Christ, 
was So deep- 
ns and trem- 
| bled at tthe preaching of Paul? 


turning 
once for all, when he 


| wealth, 


‘who said 


believe that Drusilla did not trem- 
ble as did Felix, and that her in- 
fluence would be for postponing 
salvation. 

One ancient version of the Book 
of Acts indicates that Felix Ieft 


| Paul in prison to please Drusilla. 
Ido not think that is the correct 


rendering; and yet I would not 
be surprised to learn, when I 
meet Paul in Heaven, that Drusil- 
la eyed him with hatred and re- 
jected his gospel with scorn. She 
may have been enamored of the 
the prestige, the power 
over others, which came to the 
governors wife. As far as we 
know, she did not help Felix. She 
may have hindered his salvation. 


How terrible is tthe influence 


of an unconverted woman on her 
‘husband! or an unconverted ‘girl 


upon her sweetheart or compan- 
ions! I knew a man past fifty 
that when he was a 
fourteen-year-old boy he was deep- 


ly convicted ‘and longed one night 


to go forward at the public in- 
vitation in revival services and 
accept Christ as his Saviour and 
claim him openly. “I would have 
gone,” he said—‘I almost had to 
go—but a young woman was be- 
tween me and the aisle and she 
did not move out of the way. I 
thought she did not want me to go 
and so I stayed. Oh, I wish I felt 
the same now as I did then! I 
would be saved.” Surely God 
meant the gentleness of a wo- 
man to turn people to Christ. May 
God pity any man who is influ- 
enced by a woman against Jesus, 
or is influenced ito delay salvation. 

Do you promise a loved one 
or promise yourself or promise God 
that you will be saved some day 
when “a convenient season 
comes”? Well, I will tell you 


‘frankly, you run the great danger 
pone salvation, even though he} 
trembled under the power of God? | 
He was not willing to give up| 
the sins of which Paul reminded | 
him. He was not willing to turn! 


of never having as convenient a 
season. You are not willing to 
leave your sins now. You may not 
be willing to leave them tomor- 
row. They will harden your heart, 
enslave your will, and damn your 
soul forever! Postponement is a 
proof of the wickedness of your 
heart. If you really wanted to do 


— 


right, then you would now im- 
mediately run to Jesus for mercy. 
Postponement is a sure sign that 
sin still has the mastery in the 
unbelieving heart. In God’s dear 
name, and for the sake of your 
immortal soul, I beg you do not 
postpone salvation! Do it now! 
God's convenient time for salva- 
tion is today. 

And now a closing thought. 
Felix trembled, but we have good 
reason to suppose that he is in 
Hell today. He heard Paul many 
times, but never repented. It is 
not likely that anybody else ever 
preached as plainly to him as 
did Paul. He may never have 
heard another word about how 
to be saved after he left Paul in 
prison to please the Jews. We 
suppose that he is in Hell. 

You, too, have heard the gos- 
pel. It may be you have trembled. 
It may be you have made holy 
resolves, but did not carry them 
out. It may be you _ thought, 
“When I marry and settle down,” 
or, “After I have my fun,” or 
“After I make more money,” that 
you would turn to Jesus Christ and 
be saved. Those are deceptions 
of the Devil! He plans to damn 
your soul forever. Only sin has 
prompted those excuses, those de- 
lays, those postponements. I beg 
you, don’t postpone salvation and 
miss Heaven. Repent today while 
God deals with your heart! 

I pray that some reader may 
this moment see himself a sin- 
ner and tremble over the coming 
judgment, over the certainty that 
he must meet God, whether in 
peace or in wrath. Then, dear 
reader, I come to plead in Christ’s 
name ‘that you will repent today 
and be saved. 

We learn that God is “not will- 
ing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repent- 
ance” (II Pet. 3:9). He has plain- 
ly invited, “Whosoever will, let 
him take .the water of life free- 
ly” (Rev. 22:17). Christ died for 
your sins. They are paid for. This 
moment God is willing to for- 
give you, if in your heart you will 
turn from sin and depend on 


Jesus Christ. Hear the plain and 
blessed promise of God, “For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whesoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). If you are ready 
to turn in your héart from ‘sin, 
then I beg you today to trust 
Jesus Christ. Rely upon Him! De- 
pend upon Him! Just as a sick 
man commits his case to a doctor; 
just as a depositor commits his 
money in faith to tthe bank, so 
you may today commit your soul 
to Jesus Christ and depend on 
Him to save you. If you will trust 
Jesus, turning honestly from your 
sin, and depending on Him to 
save you, and giving Him your 
heart forever, I hope you will 
sign the decision form below, and 
copy it in a letter and mail it to 
me today. I will be glad, oh, so 
glad to get it! And I will write 
you a letter of counsel and en- 
couragement. I beg you, repent, 
decide in your heart, trust Christ 
this moment; then let me hear 
at once! 


My Decision for Christ 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


Realizing that I am a sinner, 
and that God hates sin; realiz- 
ing that sin, unless it is repented 
of and covered by the blood of 
Jesus, must come to judgment 
and punishment, I here and now 
turn from my sins in my heart. 
I beheve that Christ died for 
me, that He is willing to forgive 
me. So here and now I depend 
upon Him to be my own personal 


Saviour. I give him my heart 
forever! I will claim Him before 
others as my Saviour and by 


His grace I will set out to live 
for Him. 
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It may have been the influence 
of his wife Drusilla. Several things 
| indicate that she may have had 
|a part in his rejection of Christ. 
First, he had ‘brought Drusilla to 
'hear Paul, when already he had 
| heard Paul before. He may have 
| wanted Drusilla’s verdict before 

he himself trusted the Saviour. 
Then ithe Scripture says that Felix 
trembled, but it does not mention 
that Drusilla shed a tear, or 
trembled, or asked a question, or 
was concerned at all. Strangely 
enough, from the silence of the 


Scripture one would be led to 


you know our address... 


The Sword of the Lord 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Til. 


90, if you move, be sure to let us know 
where you are by sending us your old 
and new addresses (including zone num- 
ber) five weeks before you make the 
change. The Post Office will not for- 
ward papers unless you send postage. 
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STUDENTS IN THE “WORLD'S MOST UNUSUAL UNIVERSITY” 


REALIZE THAT THEY HAVE LIVES TO INVEST FOR GOD, AND THEY 


COME TO BOB JONES UNIVERSITY BECAUSE THEY WANT 


the highest type of academic training, 


the Christian culture, and 


WHICH WILL EQUIP THEM TO SERVE MOST EFFECTIVELY IN 


FULL-TIME CHRISTIAN SERVICE OR IN BUSINESS OR A PROFESSION. 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
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EFFORT AS POSSIBLE— 


the evangelistic inspiration, 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH ¢ 
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goo YOU ARE LOOKING™EiR AN EASY PLACE- 


PeaavitH AS LITTLE 


MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART 
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COST 
ABOVE REGULAR ACADEMIC TUITION 


ACADEMY AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL IN CONNECTION, 


